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SUBJECT:  Operat iona IReport  ^Lessons  Learned,  HQ,  10th  Combat  Aviation 
Battalion  ! 


SEE  DISTRIBUTION ($7^, 
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1 .  Forwarded  as  inclo^vITe^l^  OperationaT  "Report  -""Lessons  Learned 
Headquarters,  10th  Combat  Aviation  Battalion  for  quarterly  period  ending 
31  October  1966.  The  information  contained  in  this  report  should  be 
reviewed  and  evaluated  by  CDC  in  accordance  with  paragraph  6f  of  AR  1-19 
and  by  CONARC  in  accordance  with  paragraph  6c  and  d  of  AR  1-19.  Evaluations 
and  corrective  actions  should  be  reported  to  ACSFOR  OT  within  90  days 

of  receipt  of  covering  letter. 

2.  Information  contained  in  this  report  is  provided  to  the  Commandants 

eof  the  Service  Sc  ools  to  insure  appropriate  benefits  in  the  future  from 
^lj^sons  learned  during  current  operations,  and  may  be  adapted  for  use  in 
a*  loping  training  material. 
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KENNETH  G.  WICKHAM 
Major  General,  USA 
The  Adjutant  General 
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Assistant  Chief  of  Staff  for  Force  Development 
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Commanding  Officer,  HQ,  10th  Aviation  Battalion 
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CONFIDENTIAL 

DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  ARMY 
HEADQUARTERS  10TH  COMBAT  AVIATION  BATTALION 
APO  96312 


AVCD-AE  9  November  I966 

r-nrOTCT:  Operational  Report  for  Quarterly  Period  Ending  31  October 
1966,  Report  Control  Symbol  CSFOR-65  (U) 


See  Distribution 


/r,%  Significant  Organization  or  Unit  Activities 


.vj,,  Combat  Aviation  Battalion:  To  provide 

»- vi "  Vr.-n  support,  as  directed  by  CO,  17th  Combat  Aviation  Group,  to 
US  Korns,  Republic  of  Vietnam  Armed  Forces  (RVNAF)  and  Free  World 
Military  Assistance  Forces  (FWMAF),  in  developing  and  maintaining 
an  effective  conventional  and  counterinsurgency  capability.  To 
exercise  command  and  control  over  assigned  and  attached  units  as 
directed  by  CO.  17th  Combat  Aviation  Group  (LOI,  17th  Combat  Aviation 
Group,  dated  2U  September  I966). 

B.  ORGANIZATION:-  The  10th  Combat  Aviation  Battalion  consists  of 
the  following  units  as  of  31  October  1^06. 


(1)  Headquarters  and  Headquarters  Company 


256th  Signal  Detachment 

279th  Signal  Detachment 

296th  Signal  Detachment 

238th  Counter-Mortar  Radar  Detachment 

Detachment,  Company  A,  5°hth  Military  Police  Battalion 


(2)  Ijbth  Assault  Helicopter  Company  (UH-l)  (A) 

390th  Transportation  Detachment  (CFI>0 
286th  Medical  Detachment 

(3)  117th  Assault  Helicopter  Company  (UH-l)  (A) 

lbOth  Transportation  Detachment  (CHFM) 

130 th  Medical  Detachment 


/|  >  A- fault  Helicopter  Compary  (UH-l)  (A) 


^05  err  *0 
(oG  03*1 


"'nnr.port.niion  Detachment 
ird  Medical  Detachment 

Q  ^  f.TCT^r;  -  s 


(CHFM> 

GROUPS 

Dovmgr  uied  at  3  year  in  •  rv 
.  Declassified  'Iter  12  y«,.r 


(5)  28lst  Assault  Helicopter  Company  (UH-1)  (A) 


l*83rd  Transportation  Detachment  (CnFM) 
l*99th  Signal  Detachment 

(6)  180th  Assault  Support  Helicopter  Company  (CH-1*7) 

I*03rd  Transportation  Detachment  ( FMAB ) 

C .  (C  )  COMMAND  RELATIONSHIP : 

(1)  LTC  B.  L.  Harrison,  Infantry,  assumed  command  of  the  10th 
Combat  Aviation  Battalion  during  the  previous  reporting  periol  (12  July 
1966).  LTC  Henry  J.  Wilkins,  Artillery,  was  assigned  to  the  position  of 
DeDuty  Battalion  Commander  for  Support  on  13  September  1966.  Major 
Harry  Mck. Roper  Jr.,  CE,  replaced  LTC  Frank  R.  Wilson,  CE,  as  Deputy 
Battalion  Commander  for  Operations  on  25  September  1966. 

(2)  Changes  of  command  within  major  subordinate  units  during 
this  reporting  period  were: 

(a)  On  25  September  1966,  Major  Joel  J.  Williams.  Infantry, 
replaced  Major  Harry  Mck,  Roper  Jr.,  CE,  as  Commanding  Officer,  U8th 
Assault  Helicopter  Company, 

(b)  On  25  October  1966,  Major  Kenneth  L.  Ketzler,  Artillery, 
replaced  Major  Harry  J.  Zellmer,  Infantry,  as  Commanding  Officer,  117th 
Assault  Helicopter  Company. 

(c)  On  26  October  1966,  Major  Ronald  H.  Merritt,  CE,  replaced 
Major  Lavere  W.  Biiidrup,  Armor,  as  Commanding  Officer,  129th  Assault 
Helicopter  Company. 

D.  (C)  ORGANIZATIONAL  CHANGES: 

(1)  On  l*  September  1966,  the  135th  Aviation  Company  (CV-2),  the 
258th  Transportation  detachment  (ARC)  and  the  183rd  Pr connaissance 
Airplane  Company  (0-1)  were  reassigned  from  the  10th  Combat  Aviation 
Battalion  to  the  223rd  Aviation  Battalion.  (17th  Combat  Aviation  Group, 
General  Order  number  32,  dated  30  August  1966).  There  were  no  changes  in 
station  involved,  all  units  remained  at  Dong  Ba  Thin,  RVN. 

(2)  180th  Assault  Support  Helicopter  Company  (CH-I*7):  On 

17  October  1966,  the  main  body  of  this  unit  arrived  at  Dong  Ba  Thin,  RVN 
from  Fort  Benning,  Georgia.  This  unit  was  attached  to  the  10th  Combat 
Aviation  Battalion  upon  arrival  with  future  command  relations  TBA  (17th 
Combat  Aviation  Group,  letter  of  Instruction,  StTBJECT:  Stationing  and 
Employment  of  180th  Aviation  Company  (AMM),  dated  8  October  1966  SECRET). 

The  unit  is  commanded  by  LTC  Thomas  F.  Perkins,  Artillery  (assuned  command 
on  21*  March  1966).  The  company  will  stage  at  Dong  Ba  Thin  and  assume  an 
operational  status  as  rapidly  as  possible.  Once  operational  and  on  order 
of  the  Commanding  Officer,  17th  Combat  Aviation  Group,  the  unit  will 
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displace  to  Tuy  Hoa,  RVN. 

2.  (C)  Intelligence 

A.  The  10th  Combat  Aviation  Battalion  coordinates  daily  with  all 
other  US  and  Free  World  Forces  in  the  Dong  Ba  Thin  area  to  gather  and 
evaluate  intelligence  infonnation  available. 

B.  In  the  forward  area  of  operations  the  supported  units  provide 
the  battalion  with  copies  of  their  Daily  Intsum  and  a  representative  * 
from  the  battalion  attends  the  commander?  briefing  at  the  1st  Brigade, 
101st  Airborne  Division  and  the  1st  Brigade,  Uth  Infantry  Division. 

C.  An  effective  system  for  reporting  enemy  activities  sighted  by 
crew-members  was  established  during  the  previous  quarter  and  continues 
to  be  a  valuable  method  of  obtaining  and  reporting  intelligence  inform¬ 
ation.^ 

3*  (C)  Operations  and  Training  Activities 

A.  Plans : 

The  10th  Combat  Aviation  Battalion  remains  in  a  field  location 
vicinity  of  Tuy  Hoa  with  two  assault  helicopter  companies,  reinforced 
by  four  CH-ii7's  from  the  17°th  Assault  Support  Helicopter  Company  (CH-li?) 
and  the  comnand  and  control  element  from  the  battalion  headquarters  to 
provide  general  support  to  the  1st  Brigade,  101st  Airborne  Division  during 
OPERATION  GERONIMO  and  1st  Brigade,  Uth  Infantry  Division  during  OPERATION 
ADAMS  and  to  the  ARVN  units  in  the  area.  All  elements  continue  to  operate 
with  minimum  essential  equipment  and  remain  prepared  to  move  on  order  to 
any  area  of  operation  as  directed  by  CO,  17th  Combat  Aviation  Group,  The 
117th  Assault  Helicopter  Company  remains  in  the  vicinity  of  Pleiku  re¬ 
inforcing  the  52nd  Combat  Aviation  Battalion  in  support  of  OPERATION 
PAUL  REVERE  IV.  The  28lst  Assault  Helicopter  Compary  with  headquarters 
in  Nha  Trang  continues  to  provide  direct  support  to  5th  Special  Forces 
Group  (Abn)  and  remains  under  operational  control  of  the  5th  Special 
Forces  Group  (Abn).  The  180th  Assault  Support  Helicopter  Company  ( CH-U7 ) 
continues  to  train  their  personnel  and  will  assume  an  operational  status 
as  rapidly  as  possible  commensurate  with  the  receipt  of  their  aircraft 
and  equipment. 

B.  Operations* 

(1)  General*  During  this  reporting  period  the  10th  Combat 
Aviation  Battalion  was  committed  to  support  two  majrr  combat  operations 
(Operation  JOHN  PAUL  JONES  21  July  -  5  September  and  SEiLJU)  6  Sc  pt  crubc  r  — 
2SccUbcr.  In  addition,  the  battalion  was  required  to  reinforce  tfie  lhth 
Combat  Aviation  Battalion  and  the  52nd  Combat  Aviation  Battalion.  The 
10th  Combat  Aviation  Battalion  provided  support  to  the  following  units 
during  this  reporting  periods  1st  Brigade,  101st  Airborne  Division, 

1st  Brigade,  bth  Infantry  Division,  9th  ROK  Infantry  Division,  the 

Ca  pi  till  ROK  Infantry  Division,  2nd  ROK  Marine  Brigade,  5th  Special  Forces 

Group,  1/22  Infantry  Battalion,  2nd  Brigade,  Uth  Infantry  Division,  1/8 
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Infantry  Battalion,  1st  Cavalry  Division,  the  US  Third  Marine  Division 

in  the  Dong  Ha  area,  and  H  Corps  and  Army  Vietnam  troops  (ARVN).  uf 

significant  note  is  that  during  the  reporting  period  the  10th  Combat 

Aviation  Battalion  conducred  three  battalion  size  night  combat  assaults.  V 

The  three  assault  helicopter  companies  under  the  operational  control  of 

the  10th  Battalion  and  the  battalion  command  and  control  element  have 

remained  in  forward  operations  area  during  tne  entire  reporting  period. 

The  129th  Assault  Helicopter  Company  made  a  total  of  six  moves  during 
this  period.  On  1  August  the  company  moved  from  Pleiku  to  Tuy  Hoa; 
however,  shortly  after  their  arrival  they  were  required  to  return  on 
the  same  day  to  Pleiku  because  of  major  changes  in  the  tactical  situation 
in  that  area.  The  movement  of  unit  equipment  by  C-130  aircraft  had  al¬ 
ready  begun  before  the  change  of  movement  instructions  were  received  and 
it  was  5  August  before  all  their  equipment  could  be  reassembled  in  Pleiku. 

On  8  August  the  company  returned  to  T\y  Hoa  with  minimum  equipment  to 
provide  additional  support  to  the  1st  Brigade,  101st  Airborne  Division 
in  operation  JOHN  PAUL  JONES.  The  company  remained  at  Tuy  Hoa  until  19 
August  when  they  returned  to  Pleiku  to  again  reinforce  the  52nd  Combat 
Aviation  Battalion.  The  129th  then  returned  to  Toy  Hoa  on  11  September 
to  participate  in  operation  SEWARD  and  moved  with  the  batta  j.cn  coimand 
and  control  element,  the  l*8th  and  117th  to  vicinity  of  Phu  Help  (Vagabond 
Valley)  on  25  September.  The  117th  Assault  Helicopter  Company  moved  from 
Tuy  Hoa  to  Pleiku  on  16  October.  The  canpany  was  alerted  for  movement 
at  151600  hours  October.  The  aircraft  and  crews  departed  Tuy  Hoa  at 
161100  October  and  were  operational  at  Pleiku  161330  hours  October. 

The  unit  equipment  was  palletized  and  began  movement  tv  C-130  aircraft 
I6lh00  October.  The  entire  company  minus  their  liiOth  Transportation 
Detachment  were  assembled  and  operational  at  Pleiku  within  thirty  six 
hours  of  the  receipt  of  the  warning  order  to  conduct  the  move.  The 
lliCth  Transpo ration  Detachment  conducted  a  move  from  Tuy  Hoa  to  Pleiku 
via  sealift  and  road  march  beginning  on  20  October  and  closing  at  Pleiku 
on  2h  October. 

(2)  OPERATION  JOHN  PAUL  JONES  (21  July  -  5  September  1966) 

(a)  The  task  organization  of  the  10th  Combat  Aviation 
Battalion  during  operation  JDHN  PAUL  JONES  was  es  follows: 

1.  Command  and  Control,  Headquarters,  10th  Combat 
Aviation  Battalion.” 

2.  l*8th  Assault  Helicopter  Company  (UH-1)  (A) 

3.  117th  Assault  Helicopter  Company  (UH-1)  (A> 

U .  129th  Assault  Helicopter  Company  (UH-1)  (A)  (8  Aug  - 
18  Aug )  ** 

£.  Detachment,  Company  B,  228th  Assault  Support 
Helicopter  Battalion  (8  Aug  -  30  Aug). 

6,  Detachment,  179th  Assault  Support  Helicopter 
Company  (CH-A7)  (1  Sep  -  U  Sep). 


A 


er 


2*  Pathfinder  Detachment,  10th  Combat  Aviation  Battalion 

(b)  10th  Combat  Aviation  Battalion’s  mission  during  operation 
JOHN  PAUL  JONES  was  toi 

1.  Provide  general  support  to  1st  Brigade,  101st  Arl- 
bome  Division,  2ndHftepublic  of  Korea  Marine  Brigade,  and  the  b7th  ARVN 
Regiment. 


by  OG,  I  FPORCEV. 


2,  Be  prepared  to  mass  aviation  support  as  directed 


(c)  The  operations  and  accomplishments  of  the  10th  Combat 
Aviation  Battalion  and  attached  CH-b7  flight  diring  JOHN  PAUL  JONES  are 
reflected  in  the  following  statistics; 

1. 


Total 


UNIT 

THOOPS 

CARGO  (TONS) 

SORT  113 

TIME 

l»8th 

17886 

U9U.35 

13138 

3310.3 

U7th 

17119 

31*3.21 

13111 

3377.3 

129th 

2597 

110.60 

1855 

51*3.2 

B/228 

1500 

876.70 

508 

172.0 

179th 

1)81 

11*3.7  ■ 

11 1* 

1*1.6 

397555 

1,5502 

7713*0* 

2.  Combat  Assault: 

US 

NON 

a. 

Platoon  size 

I* 

~T 

b. 

Company  size 

19 

6 

50  Cal 
730 


c.  Battalion  size  6 

2.  Ammunition  expended 

7.62im  2.75”  UOrm  5.56mm 

1,09b, 778  7,658  180  180 

b.  Night  Time: 

a.  b8th  Assault  Helicopter  Company 

b.  117th  Assault  Helicopter  Company 

c.  129th  Assault  Helicopter  Company  - 

d.  B/228th  Assault  Support  Helicopter  Battalion  — 

e.  179th  Assault  Support  Helicopter  Company  b.O 
Total 


103.3 

158.9 
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g.  Anti-Aircraft  Fire  t 

ft.  Number  of  aircraft  receiving  fire  36 

b.  Nwnber  of  aircraft  receiving  hits  9 

c.  WIA  2 

d.  KIA  0 

e.  VC  KBAA  y\ 

(d)  Discussion  of  Operations 


1.  Due  to  a  critical  shortage  of  aviators  in  the 
assault  helicopter  companies,  aviation  support  wae  restricted.  On  lnrge 
operations  the  10th  Combat  Aviation  Battalion  was  reinforced  by  the  16lst 
Ancault  Helicopter  Compary  to  ensure  an  adequate  numbor  of  lift  airemft 
for  the  ground  oommandar's  tactical  plan.  The  heavy  burden  of  the  support 
during  day  to  day  activities  was  carried  on  by  the  reduced  number  of  o victors, 
most  of  whom  flew  in  excess  of  110  hours  per  month  to  meet  the  tactical 

and  administrative  requirements  placed  upon  them.  As  aircraft  were  ground¬ 
ed  for  maintenance  the  crews  changed  to  another  flyable  ajrcmft  and  continued 
their  mission. 

2.  Due  to  the  extended  area  of  operation  and  daily 

enemy  contact,  numerour“gunahip  support  missions  w err  quire d.  Toward 

the  end  of  the  operation  the  number  of  gunships  available  for  missions  were 
reduced  due  to  engine  changes  and  crew  shortages.  On  several  occasions  oil 
available  gunships  were  committed  for  support  of  operations  on  an  all  day 
basis.  This  restricted  the  battalions  ability  to  conduct  immediate  combat 
assaults.  Assaults  had  to  be  planned  based  on  the  re turn/re fuel! ng/re arm¬ 
ing  of  gunships  which  takes  hS  minutes  to  1  hour  to  accomplish,  including 
coranuni cations  and  return  flight  time. 

2#  Throughout  the  operations  6  TJH-lD's  and  2  IJH-lB'ff 
were  maintained  on  a  standby  for  movement  of  a  quick  reaction  force.  It 
is  felt  that  these  aircraft  should  be  used  for  other  type  missions  to 
equally  distribute  the  flying  time  of  the  other  aircraft  and  maintain 
flexibility.  At  times  this  standby  force  amounted  to  about  one -third 
of  the  aircraft  available  for  missions  and  restricted  the  supported  units 
utilization  of  aircraft.  We  believe  that  in  the  event  of  &  quick  reaction, 
aircraft  can  be  recalled,  refueled  and  ready  for  the  mission  by  the  time 
the  troops  are  organized  into  aircraft  loads  and  the  necessary  information 
is  available, 

b.  On  numerous  occasions  the  battalion  was  called 
upon  to  insert  the  brigade  long  range  reconnaissance  patrols  (LHP?).  °n 
many  of  the  insertions,  after  approximately  10  to  30  minutes  on  the  greund 
the  IJIRP’s  called  for  extraction.  Often  the  aircraft  received  enemy  fire, 
many  receiving  hits,  during  the  extractions.  Considering  the  sizable  risks 
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being  taken  by  the  LRFP  personnel  and  the  air  crews,  there  appears  to 
be  an  urgent  need  for  development  of  techniques  and  procedures  to 
capitalise  on  the  contacts  made  by  the  UUiP'a.  Dunmy  extractions  and 
night  airmobile  assaults  are  possibilities  and  they  should  be  consider¬ 
ed. 

£•  Operations  in  sand  and  dust  have  decreased 
aircraft  engine  and  rotor  blade  life*  lh*  utilisation  of  perdprime  pads 
has  possibly  helped  prolong  engine  life,  however  there  is  insufficient 
data  available  for  valid  inferences  at  this  time. 

6.  Planning  for  heavy  cargo  loads  could  have  been 
improved.  The  CH-k7's  attached  for  the  operation  epent  many  hours  idly 
sitting  on  the  ground  without  missions  only  to  be  called  upon  late  in  the 
day  to  conduct  routine  resupply  missions  that  required  them  to  fly  in  the 
late  evening  hours  and  do  post  flight  maintenance  at  night.  Prior  planning 
and  consolidation  of  missions  would  have  alleviated  this  problem  and 
facilitated  aircraft  utili7ation  and  maintenance. 

(c)  Lessons  Learned 

1.  During  JOHN  RfcUL  JONES  the  Li8th  Assault 
Helicopter  Company  (A)  conducted  several  "Lightning  Bug"  missions.  It 
was  found  tha^.  utilising  two  starlight  scopes,  one  on  each  side  of  the 
aircraft  to  scan  an  area  of  operations  prior  to  turning  on  the  search 
light  enhanced  surprise  and  enabled  the  "l&ghnlng  Bug"  crew  to  nick  up 
more  activity  on  the  ground.  All  missions  wens  coordinated  with  the  gj^ound 
commander  in  whose  area  of  operation  the  mission  was  to  be  flown  and 
personnel  from  the  Infantry  unit  accoaqpUifesd  the  scanning  with  the  star¬ 
light  scopes.  This  gave  the  "Lightning  Bug"  mission  co wander  the  ability 
to  fire  on  targets  with  &  minimum  of  time  lost  during  coordination. 

2.  Night  training  was  conducted  by  each  of  the 
assault  helicopter  companies  ard  was  culr  inated  by  a  battalion  sized 
night  training  assault.  Non-illminated  training  exsreisea  were  conduct¬ 
ed  followed  by  exercises  using  MK2h  f larva.  The  flarej  were  dropped  from 
both  C-li7  aircraft  and  organic  0H-1D  helicopters.  Ths  flares  proved  to 
be  very  effective  if  continuous  and  to  ths  rear  of  the  flight  so  os  to 
prevent  glare  and  less  of  night  vision.  This  was  tetter  controlled  while 
using  a  UH-1D  as  a  flare  ship. 

3.  On  several  occasions  on  extractions,  stay  behind 
personnel  were  left  in  the  PZ's  as  reconnaissance  elements.  On  one 
occasion  a  stay  behind  force  was  Inserted  as  an  extraction  wss  taking 
place.  Two  men  each  on  18  ships  were  taken  to  a  P2  where  an  infantry 
company  was  being  extracted,  at  the  aircraft  landed  the  stay  behind  force 
off  loaded  and  the  infantry  company  was  extracted  in  one  lift,  thus  provid¬ 
ing  *  measure  of  secrecy  to  the  insertion  of  ths  stay  behind  force. 

(3)  OPERATION  SEWARD  (6  Boptasfcor  -  25  October  1966) 

(a)  The  talk  organisation  of  the  10th  Combat  Aviation 
Battalion  during  SEWARD  vao  aa  follows i 
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Battalion* 


1.  Command  and  Control  element,  Headquarters,  10th 


2.  Mth  Assault  Helicopter  Company  (UH-1)  (A) 


2«  117th  Assault  Helicopter  Company  (UH-1)  (A) 

(6  Sepember  -  15  October) 

li«  129th  Assault  Helicopter  Company  (UH-1)  (A) 
(11  September  -  25  October) 


Company. 

Battalion, 


£,  Detachment,  179th  Assault  Support  Helicopter 
6.  Pathfinder  Detachment,  10th  Combat  Aviation 


f 


(b)  10th  Combat  Aviation  Battalion’s  mission  during 

Sft.iiRD  was  to:' 

1.  Provide  general  support  to  1st  Brigade,  101st 
Airborne  Division,  ?th  HbK  Infantry  Division,  and  the  h7th  AOT  Regiment, 

| 

2.  Be  prepared  to  mass  aviation  support  as  direct¬ 
ed  by  CG,  I  FFORCJV.  “ 


(c)  The  operations  and  accomplishments  of  the  10th 
Combat  Aviation  Battalion  and  attached  CH— Lt7  flight  during  operation 
SEWARD  arc  reflected  in  the  following  statistics: 

i*  UNIT  TROOPS  CARGO  (TONS )S0RI  IES  TIME 


ilBth 

11*,23B 

509.09 

10,071* 

301*3.16 

117th 

9,657 

256.01* 

5,632 

1890.7 

129th 

10,616 

325.7 

7,336 

2081.78 

179th 

,3.1*77 

1779B5 

863.55 

195u.3o 

620 

273.1* 

#B9.0l* 

2.  Caifcat  Asaanlts: 

*• 

us 

NON  TJS 

a.  Platoon  size 

"5 

0 

b.  Company  size 

10 

1 

c.  Battalion  size 

6 

1 

2*  fbetracticxiia 

•  a.  Platoon  sizs 

10 

0 

b.  Company  size 

10 

1 

*>->  ... 
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b.  Battalion  ilM  3  1 

4.  Ammunition  Expended! 

7#6anm  2.75"  AOttm  5.56mm  50Cal 
992,280  3#  3U  7,295  100  250 

£.  Night  Time: 

a.  48th  Assault  Helicopter  Company  (A)  150.2 

b.  U7th  Assault  Helicopter  Company  (A)  47.7 

c.  129th  ^3sault  Helicopter  Company  (A)  9.2 

d.  179th  Assault  Support  Helicopter  Company  1.3 

TOTAL  208.4 


6-  ttrvht— Aircraft  Fire  l 

a.  Number  of  M>.oiving  firo  A5 

b.  Number  of  aircraft  receiving  hits  19 


c.  WIA 

2 

d.  KIA 

0 

e.  VC  KBAA  (BO) 

29 

f.  VC  KBAA  (EST) 

86 

(d)  Discussion  of  Operation 

1.  The  importance  of  release  times  on  aircraft  assigned 
utility  and  command  and  control  missions  proved  to  be  an  important  factor 
in  unit  maintenance  programs.  Aircraft,  were  scheduled  for  missions  based 
on  at.  anticipated  amount  of  flying  tine  during  the  doy.  This  was  necessary 
in  order  to  accomplish  schedulsd  maintenance.  The  aircraft  continually 
over  flew  the  anticipated  flight  time  for  a  given  day  and  arrived  back  in 
the  company  area  after  dark  resulting  in  fewer  aircraft  available  for  the 
following  day.  One  hour  cr  even  thirty  minutes  of  daylight  maintenance  is 
worth  several  hours  of  maintenance  performed  under  reduced  light  conditions. 

2.  Forward  refueling  and  anmniLion  replenishing  points 
are  considered  recessary  when  unite  are  operating  a  considerable  distance 
from  the  base  heliport.  Whon  operating  forward  refueling  points  the  import¬ 
ance  of  proper  fuel  handling  technique*  must  be  emphasized.  On  several 
occasions  during  SEWiiRD  improper  techniques  wore  practiced  resulting  in 

c  ait  .-minuted  fuel.  Fuol  personnel  should  be  made  aware  of  the  importance* 
of  cioon  dispensing  equipment.  Adequate  space  mist  also  be  provided  for 
aircraft  refueling.  Cto  one  oocasion  two  aircraft  meshHd  rctor  blade*?  while 


attempting  to  fuel 


at  tC 


AN  was  not  conducive 


to  safe  opening  practices  due  to  the  amount  of  truck  traffic  and  artillery 
virtually  surrounding  the  refueling  point. 


3.  Nnit  commanders  should  insure  that  all  personnel 
are  aware  of  the  hazards  created  by  loose  objects  in  and  around  landing 
zones.  On  two  occasions  aircraft  were  damaged  by  flying  ponchos  and  mail 
bags.  But  for  good  fortune,  one  of  these  incidents  would  have  been  a  fatal 
accident.  It  hat  been  noted  that  ponchos  and  poncho  liners  are  becoming 
an  ever  increasing  hazard,  particularly  when  units’ are  supported  from  small 
landing  zones.  Aircraft  are  in  short  supply  and  careless  actions  in  and 
around  the  landing  zones  can  only  lead  to  accidents  and  a  reduced  number  of 
aircraft  to  support  a  given  unit.  Landing  zones  should  be  50  to  100  meters 
away  from  troops  living  areas  to  guard  against  tent  blow  downs  and  flying 
debris.  In  some  oases  it  may  be  necessary  to  move  the  landing  zone  away  from 
the  troop  concentration  and  provide  security  during  the  time  the  landing 
zone  is  being  used. 


h.  On  occasions  gunship  crews  and  utility  crews  under 
the  control  of  ground  commanders  were  not  briefed  on  the  current  troop 
dispositions  and  latest  radio  frequencies;  incorrect  information  was  some¬ 
times  provided.  The  amount  of  flight  time  lost  by  air  crews  attempting  to 
contaat  supported  units  was  often  excessive.  In  order  to  provide  better 
support  and  obtain  maximum  utilization  of  .aircraft,  the  air  crews  should 
be  thoroughly  briefed  on  current  troop,  dispostions  and  radio  frequencies 
when  they  arrive  at  the  forward  CP  location.  This  is  particularily  true 
when  a  unit  has  gunships  at  a  forward  location  on  standby. 


5.  Normally,  each  committed  battalion  was  provided  with 
at  least  one  utility  helicopter.  The  purpose  of  the  aircraft  vet  to 
provide  the  ground  commander  with  an  added  amount  of  flexibility  on  re¬ 
supply,  admin  and  medioal  evacuation  missions.  The  aircraft  is  under  the 
ground  commanders  control  and  is  immediately  responsive  to  his  needs.  On 
occasion  medical  evacuation  requests  were  sent  to  the  rear  area  requesting 
an  additional  helicopter  for  medical  evacuation  when  a  utility  helicopter 
was  available  for  the  mission.  The  time  spend  briefing  the  crew  and  the 
flight  time  to  the  evacuation  site  would  be  excessive  and  lead  to  an 
unnecessary  loss  of  life.  Whenever  possible  medical  evacuation  should  be 
accomplished  with  the  utility  aircraft  rather  than  requesting  additional 
helicopters,  which  may  have  to  be  taken  from  other  missions.  It  should 
also  be  emphasized  that  correct  terminology  should  be  used  when  requesting 
medical  evacuation.  Missions  were  sometimes  received  requesting  emergency 
or  urgent  evacuation  when  a  routine  evacuation  was  desired.  For  an  emergency 
evacuation  the  first  helicopter  avialable  is  dispatched,  and  in  some  cases 
it  is  diverted  from  another  mission.  If  incorrect  information  is  submitted 
air  crews  will  risk  their  lives  and  government  equipment  when  such  actions 
are  not  required. 


/O 


6.  Due  to  the  reduoed  number  of  aircraft  available  for 
support,  many  units  are  now  starting  to  use  3  to  6  helicopters  for  squad, 
platoon,  and  sometimes  company  site  combat  assaults.  It  must  be  pointed 
out  that  with  6  aircraft  on  a  combat  assault  a  maximum  of  36  combat  troops 
can  be  put  on  the  ground  at  a  given  time.  With  the  on  coming  of  the  monsoon 
season  there  is  a  distinct  possibility  of  aircraft  being  unable  to  provide 
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follow  up  lifts  and  extractions.  It  is  felt  that  maximum  number  of  air¬ 
craft  shoula  be  utilised  for  combat  assaults  to  insure  a  certain  amount  of 
staying  power  in  a  landing  zone.  These  assaults  must  always  be  supported 
by  gunships.  This  can  be  accomplished  by  delaying  unnecessary  or  less 
important  missions  until  after  the  assault. 

2.  In  order  to  expedite  utility  missions,  supported 
units  should  have  slings  available  and  utilize  them  when  the  cargo  is 
bulky  and  suitable  for  slings.  The  sling  reduces  loading  and  unloading 
time  and  enables  a  helicopter  to  perform  more  missions  in  less  time.  * 


8,  Ground  personnel  should  be  thoroughly  briefed  on 
the  hazards  of  firing  from  the  door  of  the  helicopter  during  extractions. 

On  occasion,  personnel  who  were  sitting  well  back  in  the  helicopter  have 
fired  at  suspected  targets  on  the  ground.  An  abrupt  turn  of  the  helicopter 
could  lead  to  disastrous  results,  particularly  when  flying  in  formation, 

£,  It  has  been  observed  that  some  newly  assigned  personnel 
from  infantry  units  have  a  habit  of  taking  off  their  load  bearing  equipment 
and  laying  their  weapons  on  the  floor  of  the  helicopter.  When  off  loading 
the  confusion  of  picking  up  the  proper  equipment  and  unloading  the  helicopter 
requires  an  unacceptable  amount  of  ground  time  when  conducting  a  combat 
assault. 


10.  When  using  gunships,  the  ground  commander  must  be 
aware  of  the  location  of  all  friendly  elements  and  adequately  mark  them 
and  the  target  area  prior  to  conducting  a  gunship  strike.  At  the  same 
time,  positive  radio  contact  must  be  maintained  with  the  supporting  gun- 
ships  and  the  commanders  on  the  ground  receiving  the  support. 

11.  Ground  Commander  should  not  take  advantage  of  the 
pilots  eagerness  to  render  full  supnort.  This  can  quirkly  le9d  to  poor 
utilization  of  aircraft.  Missions  should  be  consolidated  when  possible, 
and  sometimes  delayed  until  a  full  load  is  available, 

(b)  Operations  of  the  28lst  Assault  Helicopter  Company  (UH-1)  (A) 

(a)  The  28lst  Assault  Helicopter  Company  continued  to  provide 
airlift  support  to  5th  Special  Forces  Group  (Abn)  as  its  primary  mission. 
This  support  was  manifested  by  continuous  support  to  "C"  Detachment  and 
Headquarters,  5th  Special  Forces  Group,  and  periodic  support  to  the  IV 
Recondo  School  and  B-52  (Special  Operations \ 

(b)  The  company  remains  under  the  operational  control  of 
the  5th  Special  Forces  Group  (Abn). 

(c)  Aircraft  from  the  company  are  located  throughout  the  area 
of  I,  II,  III,  and  IV  Corps  tactical  tunes  in  suall  detachments. 

(d)  Operations  -  During  the  reporting  period  the  28lst 
Assault  Helicopter  Company  provided  an  average  of  five  HH-1D  trooplift 
helicopters  and  three  UH-1B  (5U0)  armed  helicopters  to  support  B-52 


corner; 


■fi.vJte^r-.1 .  ^-ssstfSWv-  . 3-i-*«wv*^ 


COT 


■ynirr 

.  *.  A>  *»-1  A  * 


in  long  range  reconnaissance  patrol  operations  during  the  periods  8 
August  thru  23  August,  2l*  August  thru  5  September,  and  25  September 
thru  l*  October  1966.  Summaries  of  these  operations  are  listed  below. 
A  fourth  operation  commenced  on  U*  October  1966  in  the  vicinity  of 
Khe  Sanh  for  a  thirty  day  period.  The  results  of  that  operation  will 
be  included  in  the  next  quarterly  report. 


1.  Song  Be  (8  August  -  23  August  1966) 

a.  Army  aviation  support  was  provided  by  the  28lst 
Assault  Helicopter  Company  (-).  Maximum  personnel  and  equipment  committed 
in  direct  support  of  the  operation  at  one  time  was  fourteen  (ll*)  officers 
(pilots),  forty-two  (U2 )  enlisted  personnel,  six  (6)  trooplift  helicopters 
and  three  (3)  armed  helicopters.  The  following  tasks  were  accomplished 


by  the  Army  Aviation  element  during  the  operations 

(1)  Total  flying  hours  228,1* 

(2)  Tasks  flown  21*5.0 

(2)  Sorties  flown  1*31.0 

(j*)  Troops  lifted  1*50.0 

(5)  Cargo  (tons)  28,1  tons 

(6)  Recon  teams,  infiltrated  & 

~  extracted  9 

(7)  Recondo  teams,  infiltrated 

~  A  extracted  5 


b.  During  the  operation,  seven  (7)  recon  teams 
were  extracted  under  emergency  conditions  after  having  been  sighted  or 
fixed  upon  by  enemy  personnel.  Pour  (l*)  of  these  extractions  vere  under 
direct  fire  from  the  eneir^  within  or  near  the  LZ.  A  total  of  eighteen 
(18)  team  members  were  extracted  by  the  ftcGuire  Rig  (rope  slings ). 

c.  A  total  of  five  (5)  helicopters  (four  (1*) 
armed  and  one  (1)  trooplift)  were  hit  by  enemy  fire.  Of  these,  o*e 
trooplift  helicopter  was  lost  due  to  enemy  fire  in  the  LZ.  The  otter 
damaged  helicopters  were  able  to  return  to  Ua  F,  0.  B„ 


d.  Aviation  Casualties: 


(1) 

KIA: 

None 

(2) 

MIA: 

None 

(3) 

WIA: 

Two  (2) 

e.  Discussion:  The  shortage  of  aviators  within 
the  28lst  Assault  Helicopter  Comapny  and  priorities  of  aviation  support 
to  other  Special  Poroee  activities  precluded  supporting  the  Project 
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Delta  operations  with  more  than  seven  (7)  helicopter  crews*  Although 
the  operati.n  was  accomplished  with  these  crews,  nine  (9)  helicopter 
crews  are  desirable  and  provide  a  more  safe  and  flexible  operation. 

The  reduction  in  support  dictated  the  simultaneous  infiltration  of 
only  two  teams  whereas  the  infiltration  of  three  teams  simultaneously 
had  been  planned  and  was  desired. 

Avctijn  t:ikens  frcjbct  Delta  Operations  uro 
being  considered  for  a  higher  priority  that  would  provide  for  a  uiniuun  of 
nine  helicopters  to  support  those  operations. 

f .  Discussion:  Local  security  at  the  FOB  was 
marginal.  The  helicopters  presented  a  very  desirable  target  to  the  eneiry 
and  were  particularly  vulnerable  to  small  arms  and  mortar  fire.  The  LLDB 
in  support  of  Project  Delta  did  furnish  walking  guards  in  the  area,  how¬ 
ever,  it  was  felt  necessary  to  increase  *:he  security  of  the  helicopters 
by  having  one  crew  member  awake  at  all  times.  This  increased  the  defensive 
reaction  capability  of  the  he lie outers.  On  one  occasion  the  helicopters 
were  evacuated  to  another  airfield  at  night  due  to  the  threat  of  attack. 

By  keeping  one  crew  member  awake  there  was  a  marked  decrease  in  crew 
efficiency. 


Action  Taken*  Sufficient  personnel  will  be 
committed  to  establish  a  defensive  perimeter  at  a  distance  from  the  FOB 
great  enough  to  prevent  helicopter  vulnerability  to  Small  arms  fire.  This 
matter  has  been  discussed  *  with  the  5th  Special  Forces  Group. 

*  m ■  •  -* 

g.  Discussion:  During  the  jperation,  eighteen  team  *  - 
members  were  extracted  from  the  jungle  by  the  McGuire  Rig  (rope  slings)  due 
to  their  not  being  able  to  reach  or  locate  suitable  pick-up  zones.  Although 
the  missions  were  accomplished  utilizing  the  McGuire  Rig,  extractions  with 
this  equipment  is  undesireable  due  to  the  fact  that  it  greatly  increases 
the  exposure  and  vulnerability  of  the  aircraft  and  team  members  to  enemy 
fire.  In  the  event  the  helicopter  had  an  engine  failure  while  using  the 
McGuire  Rig  the  probability  of  loss  of  all  personnel  in  near  1005&.  Plug¬ 
in  type  hoists  have  been  approved  for  issue  to  the  28lst  Assault  Helicopter 
Company  for  this  purpose  but  have  net  been  received  at  this  time. 

Action  taken*  Action  is  being  taken  to  expedite 
the  issue  of  plug-in  hoists  to  the  28lst  Assault  Helicopter  Company. 

k.  During  the  operation,  four  (U)  teams  were 
extracted  under  direct  fire  from  the  enemy  in  or  near  the  LZ.  Two  (2) 
of  these  extractions  were  made  during  weather  conditions  that  prohibited 
the  use  of  Air  Force  tactical  air  support.  The  only  fire  support  avail¬ 
able  during  these  extractions  was  the  armed  helicopters  of  the  28lst 
AHC  in  support  of  the  operation,  plus  on  one  occasion,  two  armed  helicopters 
were  borrowed  from  the  1st  Infantry  Division.  The  fact  that  armed  helicopters 
were  available  and  could  react  instantly  and  during  extremely  marginal 
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weather  conditions,  permitted  the  re cove xy  of  these  teams  which  might 
have  o then. is e  been  annihilated.  Suggest  the  nearest  aviaticr  'inifc 
provide  a  light  fire  team  (two  (2)  amred  helicopters)  to  Delta  on  30 
minute  notice. 


!H 


2.  Tay  Ninh  (2h  August  «  5  September  1966) 

£.  Anny  Aviation  support  was  provided  by  the  28lst 
Assault  Helicopter  Company  (-).  Maximum  personnel  and  equipment  commit¬ 
ted  in  direct  support  of  the  operation  at  one  time  was  111  officers  (pilots) 
and  hO  enlisted  personnel,  5  trooplift  helicopters,  and  3  armed  helicopters. 
The  following  tasks  were  accomplished  by  the  28lst  Assault  Helicopter 


Genoa ny  during  the  operation: 

(1)  Total  flying  hours  257.7 

(2)  Tasks  flown  223.0 

(3)  Sorties  flown  h52.0 

(h)  Troops  lifted  517.0 

(5)  Cargo  (tons)  31.2 

(6)  Recon  teams,  infiltrated  & 

*"  extracted  8 

(7)  Re condo  teams,  infiltrated 

“  &  extracted  5 


b.  During  the  operation  all  re  con  teams  and  h 
recondo  teams  were  extracted  under  emergency  conditions.  Twelve  (12) 
of  these  extractions  were  under  direct  fire  from  the  enemy  within  or 
near  the  LZ.  A  total  of  seven  (7)  team  members  were  extracted  by 
McGuire  Rig  (rope  slinr**)  and  one  by  rope  ladder. 

O,  A  total  of  five  (5)  helicopters  (3  armed  and 
2  trooplift)  were  hit  Fy  enemy  fire.  Of  these  one  trooplift  helicopter 
was  damaged  by  a  hand  grenade.  All  damaged  aircraft  were  able  to  return 
to  the  FOB. 


d.  Aviation  Casualties: 


(1) 

KXAt 

Hone 

(2) 

MW: 

None 

(3) 

WIA: 

One  (hand  grenade) 

Discussi-.n:  iAiring  th  cp^r.\tiv.n,  sovon  team 
awhvr-  wore  extracted  frun  the  Jungle  by  the  r.eGuirv,  Rig  (r  pt.  sling) 
due  to  thoir  not  being  able  to  roach  cr  location  a  suitable  pick-up  zone. 
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Although  the  missions  were  accomplished  utilising  the  McGuire  Rig, 
extractions  with  this  equipment  is  undesireable  due  to  the  fact  that 
it  greatly  increases  the  exposure  and  vulnerability  of  the  aircraft 
and  team  members  to  enemy  fire.  In  the  event  the  helicopter  had  an 
engine  failure  while  using  the  McGuire  Rig  the  probability  of  loss  of 
all  personnel  is  near  100^.  Plug-in  type  hoists  have  been  approved  for 
issue  to  the  28lst  Assault  Helicopter  Company  for  this  purpose  but  have 
not  been  received  at  this  time. 

Action  taken*  Action  is  being  taken  to 
expedite  the  issue  of  piug-in  hoists  to  the  28lst  Assault  Helicopter 
Company. 


2*  Tay  Ninh  (25  September  -  U  October  1966) 

a.  Army  Aviation  support  was  provided  by  the  281st 
Assault  Helicopter  Company*  Maximum  personnel  and  equipment  committed 
in  support  of  tho  operation  at  one  time  was  Hi  officers  (pilot),  and 
36  enlisted  personnel,  6  trooplift  helicopters,  and  Li  armed  helicopters. 
The  following  tasks  were  accomplished  by  the  261st  Assault  Helicopter 
Company  during  the  operation. 


(1) 

Total  flying  hours 

180 

(2) 

Tasks 

172 

tt> 

Sorties  flown 

503 

({*) 

Troops  lifted 

526 

(2) 

Cargo  (tons) 

20, 

(6) 

Recon  teams  infiltrated  & 
exfiltrated 

It 

b.  During  the  operation,  two  recon  teams  were 
exfiltrated  under  emergency  conditions. 

c.  The  28lst  Assault  Helicopter  Company  {-)  support¬ 
ed  two  Ranger  operations  with  maximm  effort. 

d.  Aviation  Casualties 


(1) 

KIA: 

None 

(2) 

WIAs 

None 

(3) 

MIA: 

None 

e.  Discussion  *  On  two  occasions,  poorly  selected 
landing  zones  were  selected  by  the  recon  teams  for  exfiltration.  At  the 
tiae,  no  existed  and  it  In  felt  there  adequate  tlm*  im#  a  via  Table 
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to  select  more  suitable  landing  Bones  In  or  vexy  near  the  vicinity  of 
the  exfiltr  tion. 


f.  Action  taken  t  The  recon  teams  have  been  re¬ 
briefed  on  selection  of  and  requirements  for  landing  zones, 

h.  Khe  Sanh  (It  October  -  Present) 

a.  This  operation  is  still  in  prqgress  and  will  bo 
covered  in  next  report? 

(5)  Operations  of  the  100th  Assault  Support  Helicopter 
Company  (CH-I*?). 


a.  This  company  was  attached  to  the  10th  Combat 
Aviation  Battalion  upon  arrival  in  the  Republic  of  Vietnam, 

b.  The  movement  c*  the  130th  Assault  Support 
Helicopter  Company  began  on  22  August  1966  with  the  shipment  of  the 
unit’s  TOE  equipment  and  other  non-miniraum-essential  equipment  aboard 
the  USS  Idnfield  Victory  from  Charlestown  S.C.. 

c.  The  unit’s  advance  party,  consisting  of  two 
officers,  departed  Travis  AFB,  California  on  2  October  ’’966  vis  military 
charter  aircraft  and  arrived  in  the  Republic  of  Vietnam  on  U  October 
1966.  The  advance  party  was  met  by  the  1st  Aviation  Brigade  S-3  and 
briefed  on  the  unit’s  assignment  to  the  17th  Aviation  Group  (Headquarters, 
1st  Aviation  Brigade,  General  Order  770,  dated  1  November  1966).  The 
party  was  then  flown  to  Headquarters,  17th  Aviation  Group  at  Nha  Trang 
via  CV-2  aircraft  where  they  were  met  by  the  Group  Commander.  The  Group 
Commander  briefed  the  party  on  the  17th  Aviation  Group’s  role  and  made 
the  decision  to  attach  the  180th  Aviation  Company  to  the  10th  Combat 
Aviation  Battalion  for  staging  thru  the  hase  camp  at  hong  Ba  Thin,  and 
for  the  ultimate  movement  of  the  unit,  after  staging,  to  Tuy  Hoa,  On  5 
October  1966,  the  advance  party  was  picked  up  by  the  S-3,  10th  Combat 
Aviation  Battalion  and  flown  to  Dong  Ba  Thin,  where  preparations  were 
begun  to  receive  the  unit’s  main  body. 

d.  The  unit’s  TOE  aircraft,  with  an  escort  of  five 
officers,  and  twenty  sit  enlisted  men  departed  Alameda  MAS,  California, 
on  3  October  1966,  aboard  the  IJSNS  Breton.  The  ship  has  not  arrived  in 
country  as  of  this  date  due  to  maintenance  problems.  Latest  Information 
indicated  the  ship  will  arrive  at  Vung  Tau  on  or  about  9  November  1966, 

The  main  body,  consisting  of  twenty  five  officers 
and  one  hundred  seventy  eight  enlisted  men,  accompanied  by  75fOOO  pounds 
of  minimum  essential  equipment,  departed  Warns  r-Robbina  AFB,  Georgia, 
via  C-130  aircraft  on  11*  October  thru  16  October  1966.  The  first  aircraft 
arrived  at  Nha  Trang  on  17  October  1966  and  the  passengers  and  cargo  were 
transported  to  Dong  Ba  Thin  vie  C-130  aircraft  on  the  seme  date.  The  re¬ 
maining  aircraft  arrived  at  Cam  Ranh  AFB  at  irregular  intervals,  with  the 
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last  aircraft  arriving  22  October  1966, 

/n  f.  On  arrival  in  country,  the  personnel  were  met 

by  the  advance  party  and  moved  to  a  billeting  area  at  Dong  Ba  Thin  which 
had  been  established  by  members  of  the  129th  Assault  Helicopter  Company, 
host  unit,  and  Headquarters  Company,  10th  Combat  Aviation  Battalion,  An 
in-country  briefing  was  conducted  on  20  October,  in-processing  was  started 
for  all  personnel.  Processing  was  completed  for  all  available  personnel 
on  22  October  1966, 

£.  On  25  October  1966,  an  in-co’mtry  flight  train¬ 
ing  program  fer  crew«4nembers  was  initiated.  Eleven  officers  and  nine 
enlisted  men  were  sent  to  the  First  Cavalry  Division  for  training  and  six 
officers  and  eleven  enlisted  men  were  sent  to  the  179th  Assault  Helicopter 
Company  for  training.  To  date,  twenty  officers  and  twenty  enlisted  crew¬ 
members  have  received  training  under  actual  combat  flying  conditions, 

h.  On  28  October  1966,  the  USS  Linfield  Victory 
arrived  at  Cam  Ranh  Bay,  Off  loading  of  unit  equipment  contnenced  on 
31  October  1966  and  was  completed  on  2  November  1966,  Equipment  was 
transported  from  Cam  Ranh  Bay  to  Dong  Ba  Thin  via  surface  transportation, 

(6)  Other  Ccmbat/Combat  Support  Operations 

a.  The  10th  Combat  Aviation  Battalion  was  committed 
everyday  of  the  reporting  period  to  combat  operations, 

b.  In  addition  to  the  major  tactical  operation 
listed  above,  elements*"of  the  10th  Combat  Aviation  Battalion  supported  the 
following  operations: 

(1)  PAUL  REVERE  II  (1  August  -  7  August  1966) 

(a)  129th  Assault  Helicopter  Coma  any  was 

positioned  at  PLeiku  to  reinforce  the  £2nd  Corffcat  Aviation  Battalion. 


(b)  Statistical  Highlights: 

f 

AA.  Combat  Assaults  t 
BB.  Sorties 
CC.  Trc^ps  lifted 
DD.  Cargo  (tons) 

EE.  Hours  flown 


lx 

1379 

1518 

92.0 

L7b 


(2)  PAUL  REVERB  II  *  III  (20  August  -  11  September) 

(a)  The  129th  Assault  Helicopter  Company 
was  positioned  in  the  vicinity  of  Pleiku  tc  reinforoe  the  52nd  Combat 
Aviation  Battalion. 
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(b)  Statistical  Highlights! 

AA,  Combat  Assaults 

? 

BE.  Sorties 

3353 

CO.  Troops  lifted 

1.678 

DD#  Cargo  (tons ) 

2Ui 

EE.  Hours 

lli90 

(2> 

Omega  (10  September  -  21  September) 

(a)  Elements  of  the  129th  Assault  Helicopter 
Company  were  located  at*  Nha  Trang  to  support  the  5th  Special  Forces  Group  (Abn), 

(b)  Statistical  Highlights s 

AA,  Combat  Assaults 

2? 

BB.  Sorties 

286 

CC.  Troops  lifted 

200  ns 

3Lli  AHVN 

DD.  Cargo  (tons) 

1.0 

EE,  Hours  flown 

182 

(k) 

Thayer  (12  September  -  16  September) 

(a)  The  117th  Assault  Helicopter  Company 
reinforced  the  1st  Cavalry  tivisTon  in  the  vicinity  of  Bong  Son 

(t)  Statistical  Highlights! 

AA,  Combat  Assault 

6 

BB,  Sorties 

575 

CC,  Troops  lifted 

1196 

DD,  Cargo  (tons) 

23.6 

EE,  Hours  flown 

202.2 

(£)  HAC  HO  1*9  (23  September  1966) 

(a)  The  U8th  Assault  Helicopter  Company 
reinforced  the  liith  Combat  Aviation  Battalion  in  the  vicinity  of  Phu  Tai. 
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(b)  Statistical  Highlights t 


AA. 

Catbat  Assaults 

1 

BB. 

Sorties 

72 

CC. 

Troops  Ufted 

376  ROK 

DD. 

Cargo  (tons) 

8 

EE* 

Hours  flown 

31.7 

(6)  HAC  HO  U9  (2U  Septanber  -  26  September  1966) 


(a)  The  117th  Assault  Helicopter  Company 
reinforced  the  liith  Combat  Aviation  Battalion  in  the  vicinity  of  Phu  Tai. 


(b)  Statistical  HighUghts: 


AA. 

Combat  Assaults 

2 

BB. 

Sorties 

1J6 

CC. 

Troops  lifted 

’  262  RCK 

9D. 

Cargo  (to:is  ) 

3.9 

EE. 

Hours 

1*2.7 

(7?  HAC  HO  U9  (28  September  1966) 

(a)  The  U8th  Assault  Helicopter  Company 
reinforced  the  liith  Combat  Aviation  Battalion  in  the  vicinity  of  Phu  Tai. 

(b)  Statistical  HighUghts  t 


AA. 

Combat  Assaults 

1 

BB. 

Sorties 

188 

CC. 

Troops  lifted 

313  ROK 

DD. 

Cargo  (tons) 

1*3.2 

EE. 

Hours 

29.7 

(8)  0!EL  KUK  HUA  (2  October  1966) 

(a)  The  L8th  Assault  Helicopter  Company 
reinforced  the  liith  Ounbst  Aviation  Battalion  in  the  vicinity  of  Phu  Tai. 

(b)  statistical  Highlights  t 
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AA.  Combat  Assaults  1 

BB.  Sorties  UiO 

CC.  Troops  lifted  5lk  HOK 

T7De  Cargo  (tons)  12.5 

EE*  Hours  U6.h 


(£)  DCTEL  KUK  HWA  (h  October  1966) 

(a)  The  117th  Assault  Helicopter  Cornnany 
reinforced  the  lUth  Combat  Aviation  Battalion  in  the  vicinity  of  Phu  Tai. 

(b)  Statistical  Highlights* 


AA.  Combat  Assaults  0 

BB.  Sorties  12 

CC.  Troops  lifted  UO 

DD.  Cargo  (tons)  2,0 

EE.  Hours  3.U 


(10)  PAUL  REVERE  IV  (16  October  to  present) 

(a)  The  117th  Assault  Helicopter  Company 

was  positioned  in  the  vicinity  0 T  Pleiku  reinforcing  the  52nd  Combat  Aviation 
Battalion. 

(b)  Statistical  Highlights:  (16  October 

thru  31  October)  "* 


AA. 

Combat  Assaults 

8 

BB. 

Sorties 

2591 

CC. 

Troops  liftr  * 

1770 

DD. 

Cargo  (tons) 

17U.3 

EE. 

Hours 

726.8 

(11)  At  O7H1OO  October  the  two  standby  gunships 
at  Dong  Ba  Thin  were  committed  to  provide  fire  supoort  to  a  Vietnamese 
R.F.  Company.  The  VC  had  tom  up  30  meters  of  railroad  track.  The  R.P. 
company  was  pinned  down  by  fire  from  the  west  ridge  line.  One  gunship 
had  made  several  firing  runs  at  the  direction  of  the  ground  fortes  and  it 
bad  expended  all  its  aiimunition,  it  was  returning  for  rearmament. as' ths 
remaining  helicopter  took  up  the  fire  support.  On  its  first  firing  run 
it  received  enemy  fire  and  did  not  complete  its  turn  crashing  into  the  hill. 
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There  were  kx  crew  members  killed.  There  were  li  VC  KIA  by  body  count. 


(12)  The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  statistical 
highlights  of  the  helicopter  accomplishments  of  the  10th  Combat  Aviation 
Battalion  during  the  reporting  period 


October  1966) 


(a)  Statistical  Highlights  (1  August  -  31 


AA. 

Combat  Assaults 

182 

BB. 

Sorties 

62,061 

CC. 

Troops  lifted 

88,091 

DD. 

Cargo  (tons ) 

2, 877 .'69 

EE, 

Hours 

22,011 

FF. 

Night  time 

51*9.30 

GG. 

Number  of  aircraft  receiving 
enemy  fire 

151 

HH. 

Number  of  aircraft  hit 

39 

II, 

WIA 

6 

JJ. 

KIA 

1** 

KK. 

VC  KBAA  (BC) 

63 

LL. 

VC  KBAA  (EST) 

86 

MM. 

Non  hostile  losses  (aircraft 
accidents 

6 

C.  TRAINING 

(1)  The  10th  Combat  Aviation  Battalion  has  conducted  various 
training  activities  in  conjunction  with  combat  operations.  The  subjects 
stressed  most  have  been  those  which  were  required  to  improve  or  sustain 
the  individual  and  unit  proficiency  in  combat  operations.  Listed  l clow 
are  the  main  subjects  covered; 

(a)  Assault  Force  Battle  Drill,  This  training  was  conduct¬ 
ed  for  the  infantry  battalions  of  the  1st  Brigade,  101st  Airborne  Division, 
1st  Brigade,  lith  Infantry  Division,  26th  ROK  Regiment,  9th  ROK  Division 
and  personnel  from  the  U7th  ARVN  Regiment.  The  training  included  methods 
of  loading  and  off  loading  personnel  from  troop  carrying  helicopters, 
safety  precautions  required  when  operating  with  helicopters,  standard 
seating  configuration,  aircraft  marking  and  identification  and  troop 
ladder  procedures  and  techniques.  Practical  work  was  part  of  the  train¬ 
ing  whenever  possible  and  practical. 
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(b)  Night  Training.  The  battalion  conducted  extensive 
individirl  and  unit  night  training  throughout  the  reporting  period.  A 
total  of  296  flying  hours  were  devoted  to  night  training  during  the 
quarter.  All  unit  training  was  coordinated  with  the  infantry  units 

in  the  area  of  intended  operations  so  that  the  selected  landing  zones 
could  be  tied  in  with  the  ground  commander's  tactical  plan.  Landings 
were  made  into  landing  zones  selected  or  approved  by  the  infantry 
oorrinanders  with  the  intent  of  deceiving  the  enemy  into  believing  that 
actual  combat  assault  had  been  made.  The  training  included  conduct¬ 
ing  both  illuminated  and  non-illuminated  night  assaults.  The  use  of 
the  battalions  Pathfinder  Detachment  was  incorporated  by  hating  the  team 
employed  into  unsecure  areas  with  the  mission  of  providing  lighting 
on  the  landing  zones.  It  is  believed  that  this  training  paid  huge 
dlvidents  when  on  the  last  night  of  this  reporting  period  the  10th 
Combat  Aviation  Battalion  helilifted  the  2/327th  Infantry  Battalion, 

1st  Brigade,  101st  Airborne  Division  in  a  non-illuminated  night  combat 
assault  into  two  separate  landing  zones  (see  inclosure  1  OPORD  25-66). 

The  day  following  this  operation  the  following  message  was  received 
from  Brigadier  General  Willard  Pearson,  Coiwianding  General,  1st  Brigade, 
101st  Airborne  Division:  "I  heartily  commend  the  10th  Aviation  Battalion 
for  its  sterling  performance  in  the  Battalion  Airmobile  Assault  last 
evening.  It  was  truly  a  professional  job.” 

(c)  Basic  instrument  training  for  all  aviators  assigned 
to  the  battalion.  This  training  program  was  initiated  on  29  August 
with  the  objective  to  attain  and  maintain  a  proficiency  on  basic 
instruments  by  non-instrument  rated  rotory  wing  helicop'  -;r  aviators 
which  will  enable  them  to  control  the  helicopter  by  reference  to 
instruments  during  inadvertent  entry  into  conditions  of  reduced  visibility 
and/or  visual  loss  of  the  actual  horizon  as  a  reference.  The  training 
program  is  outlined  in  10th  Combat  Aviation  Battalion,  training  circular 
1-3,  dated  2h  August  1966.  Since  the  initiation  cf  this  program  a  total 
112  flying  hours  have  been  devoted  to  this  training  by  the  assault 
helicopter  companies, 

(d)  First  aid  training  for  crew  members.  To  insure 
that  all  crew  members  are  proficient  :n  administering  first  aid  to 
injured  or  wounded  personnel  a  training  program  of  refresher  train¬ 
ing  was  presented  by  the  Flight  Surgeons  assigned  to  the  battalion. 

A  minimum  of  two  hours  of  instruction  were  given  to  all  crew  members. 

This  training  will  be  repeated  every  quarter  to  insure  that  all  personnel 
receive  the  training  and  remain  proficient. 

(e)  Individual  weapons  training.  During  the  reporting 
period  all  assigned  and  attached  personnel  were  required  to  fire  their 
weapons  for  familiarization.  This  training  was  conducted  in  the 
location  that  the  individual  units  were  located  at  the  time.  In  addition, 
all  newly  assigned  personnel  are  now  receiving  this  training  prior  to 
being  sent  to  the  forward  area. 

(f)  Standardization  Training.  A  formal  course  of 
instructions  was  prepared  and  given  by  the  president  of  10th  Combat 
Aviation  Battalion  Standardization  Board.  All  current  instructor 
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pilots  were  required  to  attend  the  course  of  instruction.  The  1st 
Aviation  Brigades  Operations  Manual  was  used  as  the  basis  for  instruct¬ 
ions  for  the  airmobile  operational  techniques  and  procedures.  The  TISARV 
check  list  and  the  USARV  Aircraft  Standardization  Handbook  were  used 
for  flight  procedure  instructions.  A  total  of  18  personnel  attend¬ 
ed  this  training  including  the  Battalion  S-3  and  the  Battalion  Standard¬ 
ization  Officer.  The  17th  Combat  Aviation  Group  Standardization  Officer 
was  invited  but  was  unable  to  attend  because  of  other  committments  at 
the  time.  Great  emphasis  is  being  placed  on  the  subject  of  standardization 
and  training  at  the  unit  level  will  continue. 

(g)  Pathfinder  Training.  An  extensive  OJT  training 
program  was  required  as  a  result  of  the  loss  of  the  majority  of  the 
enlisted  members  from  the  team  without  replacements  being  assigned. 

Well  qualified  personnel  in  the  battalion  were  selected  for  this 
training,  A  total  of  U3  hours  of  instructions  wao  given  to  one 
officer  and  eleven  enlisted  members  of  the  detachment.  At  the  close 
of  the  quarter  three  members  of  the  team  qualified  for  the  temporary 
Pathfinders  Badg^  and  one  enlisted  member  qualified  for  the  permanent 
award  of  the  Badge.  Orders  have  been  requested  on  the  above  individuals. 

In  addition  to  the  formal  training  each  member  of  the  team  has  been 
given  extensive  practical  experience.  The  Detachment  supported  the 
night  combat  assault  conducted  on  31  October  1966  and  did  a  truly 
professional  job. 

D.  Chemical:  None 

E.  Psywar:  None 

F.  Other:  Support,  of  the  Rapge  Reconnaissance  Pcitrols,. 

During  the  reporting  period  units  of  the  10th  Combat  Aviation  Battalion 
have  provided  the  helicopter  support  for  long  range  reconnaissance 
patrols.  Inclosure  2  of  this  report  is  a  discussion  of  the  techniques 
and  procedures  developed  to  accomplish  these  missions. 

4.  LOGISTICS: 


a.  Base  Camp  Activities: 

(1)  During  the  quarter,  the  battalion  was 
involved  in  many  projects  to  improve  the  facilities  at  Dong  Ba  Thin 
and  the  base  development  plan  was  upgraded  to  keep  up  with  numerous 
changes.  This  was  done  with  a  minimum  of  personnel  because  the  majority 
of  the  battalion  was  committed  to  combat  operations. 

(2)  De  ailed  planning  and  most  construct¬ 
ion  has  been  completed  at  the"bong  Ba  Thin  military  complex  to  provide 
facilities  for  the  following  units: 

(a)  Combat  aviation  battalion  composed 
of  three  assault  helicopter  companies  (TJH-1)  (A)  and  one  assault  support 
helicopter  company  ( CH— U7  5 • 
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company  vO-1). 
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(b)  One  reconnaissance  aviation 

(c)  One  aviation  company  (fixed  wing) 


(d)  One  engineer  battalion  (construct¬ 
ion)  reinforced  with  one  company.  “ 

(e)  One  engineer  group  headquarters 
and  headquarters  company  (construction), 

(f )  One  transportation  A/C  maintenance 

company  (direct  support) 

(g)  One  transportation  A/C  maintenance 

company  (general  support) 


(h)  One  security  company 

(3)  Initial  planning  phase  has  begun  to 
provide  facilities  lor  the  following  additional  units: 

(a)  One  infantry  brigade  (separate) 

(b)  One  artillery  battalion  (1Q5) 

(c^  One  engineer  battalion  (combat) 

(d)  One  air  calvery  squadron 

(e)  Two  aviation  companies  (ambulance) 

(light) 


acres  reserved) 
Cormand  Sites. 


(f )  US  Air  Force  Team  (FAC) 

(£)  One  engineer  company  (combat) 

(h)  One  engineer  company  (water  supply) 

(i)  One  hospital  (unknown  size  -  2$ 

(J[)  Two  IJS  Army  Strategic  Communications 


(k)  Numerous  detachments  for  support. 

(h)  The  Transportation  Company  (Aircraft 
Depot  Supply)  will  not  be  coming  to  Dong  Ba  Thin.  A  small  depot  section 
is  presently  operating  at  Dong  Ba  Thi’  for  a  90  day  period.  The  CV-2 
Company  will  go  under  operational  control  of  the  /dr  Force  on  1  Jan  67 
and  it  is  assumed  that  they  will  be  relocated  sometime  after  that  date. 
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All  units  presently  located  at  Dong  Ba  Thin  are  continually  Improving 
their  areas  on  a  "self  help  basis.’1 

(5)  There  have  been  several  requirements 
this  quarter  for  the  10th  Combat  Aviation  Battalion  to  stage  units 
at  Dong  Ba  Thin  for  a  short  time.  Temporary  living  areas  used  by 
units  at  Dong  Ba  Thin  before  they  moved  into  their  permenant  areaa 
were  renovated  and  utilized  for  this  purpose.  The  units  were  in 
comfortable  living  areas  with  all  the  conveniences  enjoyed  by  the 
other  units  on  the  post. 


(6)  Forecasted  troop  strength  for  the 
complex  is  8,100  officers  and~enlisted  men  by  December  1967# 

(7)  As  of  20  October  1966,  the  responsibility 
for  base  development  planning~at  Dong  Ba  Thin  was  transferred  from  the 
10th  Combat  Aviation  Battalion  to  the  3Uth  General  Support  Group.  The 
Commanding  Officer  of  the  10th  Combat  Aviation  Battalion  is  still  the 
Installation  Coordinator  of  Dong  Ba  Thin  and  has  all  the  other  responsibilit¬ 
ies  associated  with  this  duty. 

(8)  The  supporting  construction  unit  is  the 
577  Engineer  Battalion  (Construction),  a  subordinate  unit  of  the  l*5th 
Engineer  Group  (Construction).  Because  of  the  high  water  table  and  the 
low  swamp  land,  the  major  portion  of  the  engineering  effort  has  been 
required  to  provide  fill  and  sand  over  the  entire  area.  At  least  three 
to  six  feet  of  fill  is  required  to  provide  a  suitable  base  for  vertical 
construction  or  hard  stand. 


To  accomplish  this  fill,  the  577th 

Engineer  Battalion  had  one  platoon  of  the  513th  Dump  Truck  Compiny  (2h 
dump  trucks  attached).  However,  during  the  quarter,  most  of  the  dump 
trucks  have  been  committed  elsewhere.  Only  eight  dump  trucks  were  left 
at  Dong  Ba  Thin  and  these  were  committed  to  road  maintenance  of  highway 
#1  and  were  operated  out  of  Nha  Trang. 

A  dredge  (Dredge  Bess)  was  brought 
into  Dong  Ba  Thin  to  help  with  the  required  fill.  Numerous  problems 
were  encountered  in  the  operation  of  the  dredge  and  it  was  finally 
sent  back  after  only  65  dredge  hours  of  operation  during  this  past 
quarter. 


(9)  The  577th  Engineer  Battalion  (Construct¬ 
ion)  is  composed  of  two  line  companies,  one  maintenance  company  and  one 
combat  engineer  company  minus  equipment  that  just  arrived  on  1  October 
1966.  Ten  of  the  21*  dunp  trucks  attached  with  the  513th  Dump  Truck 
Company  are  committed  at  Tuy  Hoa  and  six  are  in  field  maintenance. 

The  577th  Engineers  work  around  the 
clock  and  have  many  other  projects  besides  Dong  Ba  Thin  which  normally 
have  priority.  This  past  quarter  they  have  planned  and  constructed 
(or  are  constructing): 


(a)  A  replacement  area  depot  on  Cam 
Ranh  Peninsula  to  include  a  14,000  man  area  .complex, 
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(b)  A  RDK  Army  Regimental  Area 


on  Cam  Ranh  Peninsula, 
miles  of  Highway  #1, 
which  have  first  priority. 


(c)  A  ROK  Army  Hospital  in  Nha  Trang. 

(d)  A  300  man  PA  and  E  Cantonment  area 

(e)  Maintenance  of  approximately  30 

(f )  Normal  combat  support  missions. 


Construction  of  Dong  Ba  Thin  normally 
has  had  a  lower  priority  than  other  projects  which  have  required  most 
of  the  resources  of  the  577  Engineer  Battalion. 


(10)  A  great  deal  of  construction  has  been 
accomplished  at  Dong  Ba  Thin  Ey  the  various  units  on  a  "self  help"  basis 
with  engineer  supervision.  Two  complete  contonement  areas  have  been 
built  to  "standard  four"  construction.  Other  units  have  converted 
temporary  quarters  to  "standard  four"  construction.  Many  culverts  have 
been  installed  as  well  as  wash  racks,  grease  traps,  additional  shower 
facilities,  bunkers  aivi  numerous  beautification  and  soil  conservation 
projects. 


H 


(11)  As  of  31  October  1966, 
problems  exist  at  Dong  Ba  Thin. 


(a)  The  10th  Combat  Aviation  Battalion 
has  to  furnish  almost  all  of  the  personnel  required  to  staff  and  operate 
the  various  post  details  associated  with  installation  activities.  This 
additional  burden  detracts  the  10th  combat  Aviation  Battalion  from  carry¬ 
ing  out  its  primary  mission  of  combat  support. 

A  TD  has  been  proposed  by  the 
Battalion  to  the  Cam  Ranh  Bay  Support  Coimnand  to  make  Dong  Ba  Thin 
a  sub  installation  to  the  Cam  Ranh  Bay  Supnort  Command  Sub  Area.  Mrny 
of  the  staff  positions  now  required  at  Dong  Ba  Thin  could  become  the 
responsibility  of  and  monitored  by  Cam  Ranh  Eay  Supnort  Command  Sub 
Area.  The  proposed  TD  includes  a  small  staff  to  run  the  Dong  Ba  Thin 
complex  and  administer  general  housekeeping  of  the  complex. 
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(b)  The  potable  water  source  at  Bong 
Ba  Thin  is  inadequate  to  meet  the  Increasing  personnel  strength.  Test 
wells  were  drilled  this  past  quarter  to  locate  a  potable  source  with 
negative  results. 

(c)  A  dredge  or  dump  trucks  are  * 

urgently  needed  at  Dong  Ba  Thin  to"provide  a  three  (3)  to  six  (6)  feet 
of  fill  for  operational  and  contonement  area.  Future  expansion  of 
facilities  on  this  complex  is  dependent  upon  this  fill  and  at  the  present, 
no  more  construction  can  be  done  without  additional  fill. 


b.  Aircraft  Maintenance 


(1)  The  following  statistics  reflecting 
maintenance  and  availability" during  the  reported  period  have  been  compiled 
from  applicable  DA  Forms  1352: 

A/C  AVAIL 


UNIT 

TYPE  A/C  ASSG  ABLE 

?  EDP 

?  EDM 

HOURS  FLOWN 

h8th  AHC 

UH-1B 

6 

81.2? 

8.0? 

10.8? 

1181, 

TJH-1D 

22 

83.0? 

S.l? 

11.6? 

5156 

TOTAL 

82.5? 

6.1? 

ll.U? 

631*0 

117th  AHC 

IJH-1B 

8 

86.9? 

2.9? 

10.2? 

980 

UH-1D 

18 

au.7? 

14.0? 

11.3? 

1917 

TOTAL 

85.14? 

3.6? 

11.0? 

5897 

129th  AHC 

IJH-1B 

7 

77.0? 

12.7? 

10.3? 

900 

TIH-1D 

21 

79.7? 

9.1? 

11.2? 

b693 

TOTAL 

79.0? 

10.1? 

10.9? 

5593 

28lat  AHC  (SLO)  TOl-lB 

9 

82.9? 

7.M 

9.7? 

892 

UH-1D 

16 

88.1? 

3.7? 

8.2? 

317U 

TOTAL 

86.3? 

5.0? 

8.7? 

1*066 

TOTAL  AHC 

ASSG  10th  CBT 
AVN  EN 

83.1? 

6.3? 

10.6? 

21896 

HHC,  10th  CBT 

UH-1B 

59.2? 

29.2? 

11.6? 

115 

AVN  BN 

U-6A 

90.8? 

1.3? 

7.9? 

162 

TOTAL 

277 

135th  Avn  Co 
AHFW 

CV-2 

81.1? 

o.o? 

18.9? 

1203 

18 3rd  Ren 

0-1E 

79.0? 

9.0? 

12.0? 

1792 

Apl  Co 

TOTAL  FLYING  HRS  26168 


ft** 


W  * 


(2 )  On  U  Sep  66  the  183d  Reconnaissance 
Airplane  Company  and  the  135th  Avn  Co""AMFW  were  transferred  from  the  10th 
Cbt  Avn  Bn  to  the  223d  Cbt  Avn  Bn. 

(3)  The  major  problems  effecting  air¬ 
craft  avaiiibility  is  the  lack  of  critical  main  components  in  the  supply 
system.  The  high  life  expectancy  items  such  ns  engines,  rotor  blades,  and 
main  rotor  hubs  are  being  replaced  at  less  .nan  half  TBO  time.  The  primary  ^ 
cause  for  this  problem  can  be  contributed  to  errosion  from  sand  and  dust. 

The  use  of  suppressive  agents  for  dust  and  blowing  sand  in  base  areas*  has 
been  of  substantial  benefit, 

(h)  During  this  reporting  period  the 
following  major  components  have  been  replaced:  20  engines,  91  main  rotor 
blades,  16  main  rotor  hubs,  111  tail  rotor  blades,  19  tail  rotor  hubs,  3 
tail  booms,  3  transmissions, 

(£)  The  average  engine  life  has  im-  / 

proved  since  aircraft  have  been  equipped  with  barrier  filter  kits  but  are  ^ 
still  obtaining  only  an  average  of  550  hours  per  engine  compared  to  1100 
hours  TBO  time.  Main  rotor  blades  are  lasting  an  average  of  1*00  hours 
compared  to  2500  hours  life  expectancy, 

(6)  The  liiOth  Transportation  Detachment 
was  moved  from  Tuy  Hoa  to  Pleiku  in  October  1966.  The  move  required  over¬ 
land  transportation  to  Vung  Ro  Bay,  surface  transnortation  by  LST  to  Quin 
Nhon  and  overland  transportation  from  Quin  Nhon  to  Pleiku.  The  detachment 
spent  three  days  in  prep:  ration  for  the  move  after  finishing  the  work  on 
hand.  Some  time  was  lost  in  preparation  because  no  firm  date  Tor  the  move 
was  available  until  the  day  prior  to  the  move.  The  move  took  three  days. 

The  first  day  was  spent  moving  to  Vung  Ro  Bay,  loading  the  LST  and  traveling 
to  Quin  Nhon.  The  LST  docked  at  11*00  hours  on  the  second  day.  The  convoy 
departed  Quin  Nhon  on  the  third  day  at  0900  and  arrived  at  Pleiku  at  I83O 
hours.  The  unit  required  two  days  to  set  up  operations  and  was  only  partially 
operational  for  the  first  <$5  days  after  setting  up  because  they  lacked  cri¬ 
tical  items  that  were  on  a  stake  and  platform  that  had  broken  down  a  short 
distance  fraci  Quin  Nhon.  Thu  tract®*  was  not  replaced  end  the  ’detachment 
had  to  send  a  tractor  back  to  Quin  Nhon  to  retrieve  tho  trailer.  The. unit 
was  nen  productive  for- the  first  2g  dc.ys  » f  operation  in  Pleiku. 

£.  Flipht  Safety 

(1)  The  following  is  3  review  of  the  air¬ 
craft  accidents  and  combat  losses  of  the  10th  Combat  Aviation  Battalion  during 
the  period  1  August  -  31  October  1966. 

Total 

Incident  3  1  !■ 

Major  Accidents  51  6 

Combat  Loss  30  3 

Forced  Landings  00  0 


R/W  FA* 


each  of  the  3  combat  losses* 


■  rvM  r* 


(2 )  The  following  is 


a  brief  summary  of 


(a)  21  August  1966  -  A  TJH-1D  was 

on  final  approach  to  a  unsecure  pickup  zone  when  it  was  raked  by  automatic  W' 
weapons  fire.  The  hydraulic  system  failed  followed  by  anti -torque  failure. 

The  aircraft  struck  the  ground  and  was  totally  destroyed,  Al“  personnel 
were  uninjured  and  evacuated  safely. 


(b)  On  7  October  a  TJH-1B  was  on  a 

firing  pass  to  a  VC  position  when  it  went~out  of  control  and  crashed  killing 
all  1*  crew  members.  During  the  investigation  it  was  deduced  that  the  pilot 
was  hit  by  ground  fire  and  the  co-pilot  was  unable  to  regain  control  prior  ‘/ 
to  the  crash.  This  finding  was  verified  by  bullet  holes  in  the  structure 
and  in  the  pilots  windshield. 


(£)  On  29  October  a  IJH-1D  was 

hovering  over  the  jungle  canopy  discharging  cargo  when  it  was  struck  by  auto¬ 
matic  weapons  fire.  The  crew  saw  smoke  and  the  aircraft  attitude  changed 
drastically  indicating  control  damage.  The  pilot  managed  to  fly  the  air-  ✓ 
craft  for  5  miles  to  a  cleared  area  and  landed.  The  fire  had  continued  to 
burn  and  the  aircraft  was  totally  destroyed  by  it.  The  crow  was  rescued 
in  10  minutes  without  injury. 


(3)  The  following  is  a  brief  summary  of 

each  of  the  6  major  accidents. 

(a.)  On  1  August  a  TJH-1  was  sling 

loading  a  main  rotor  blade.  The  blade  oscillated  into  the  main  rotor  blades 
causing  the  aircraft  to  crash  killing  all  four  crew  members. 

(b)  On  6  August  a  TJH-1  was  flying 

low  and  during  a  turn  to  base  leg  the  rotor  blades  struck  the  water.  The 
aircraft  was  totally  destroyed.  The  crew  was  rescued  by  fishermen.  No 
injuries. 
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(c)  On  13  August  an  01-E  became 

trapped  in  a  blind  canyon  and  was  unable  to  climb  out.  It  crashed  into 
trees.  The  crew  escaped  uninjured. 

(d)  On  25  September  a  TJH-1  took  off 

into  instrument  conditions  land  crashed  during  the  take  off  and  the  aircraft 
was  totally  destroyed.  Two  crew  members  were  killed, 

(e )  On  25  October  a  TJH-1  flew  into 
unmarked  wires  near  a  helipad.  The  aircraft  was  totally  destroyed.  There 
were  no  injuries. 

(f )  On  29  October  a  UH-1  was  on 
take  off  when  a  stamp  was  struck  by  the  right  skid.  The  aircraft  tipped 
over  and  was  totally  destroyed.  There  were  no  injuries. 
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(h)  An  analysis  of  the  losses  suffered 
during  thij  period  shows  that  the  ccidents  occurring  during  administrative 
flight  are  more  cf  the  "Bonehead"  type  than  those  suffered  during  actual 
combat  operations.  It  is  felt  that  during  assaults  the  aviators  are  "keyed 
up",  fly  under  more  control  and  supervision  and  do  the  mission  in  a  pro* 
fessional  manner.  It  is  the  man  flying  the  resupply  mission  in  a  single 
ship  that  tends  to  become  complacent  and  casual  in  his  proceedures  that 
causes  these  eirbarassing  accidents.  Recognising  these  facts  the  standardi¬ 
zation  program  is  being  intensified  and  the  safety  officer  is  evaluating  the 
operation  to  eleminate  all  the  hazards  possible  in  all  operations.  Addition¬ 
ally  all  units  are  intensifying  their  control  and  supervision  of  the  aviators 
stressing  that  an  aviator  who  expects  to  survive  remains  alert  and  pro¬ 
fessional  during  all  flights. 


5.  CIVIL  AFFAIRS  .  None 

6.  (C)  PERSONNEL 


a.  The  officers  and  enlisted  strength  of  the  10th  Combat  Aviation  Bat¬ 
talion  on  312hOO  October  is  summarized  below: 


unit 

AUTHORIZED 

TOTAL 

ASSIONED 

4  ATTACHED 

TOTAL 

Off 

WO 

EM 

Off 

WO 

EM 

HHC 

2li 

3 

121 

11*8 

10 

h 

276 

320 

ii8th  AHC 

16 

h2 

219 

277 

ho 

19 

252 

311 

117th  AHC 

16 

12 

219 

277 

26 

30 

210 

266 

129th  AHC 

16 

12 

219 

277 

25 

31 

226 

282 

180th  AHC 

1U 

26 

228 

268 

28 

7 

209 

28lst  AHC 

16 

1x2 

219 

277 

23 

2V 

'  203 

2h9 

Total 

102 

197 

1225 

CM 

182 

Hi*  1376 

1672 

b.  A  review  of  the  above  statistics  reveals  an  urderstrength  of  Warrant 
Officers  and  a  net  understrtngth  of  Warrant  Officers  and  Officers  assigned 
and  attached  as  indicated  below: 


UNIT 

PERCENT 

UNDERSTRENGTH 

NET  PERCENT  UNI 

OFF 

Wo 

off  & 

HHC 

None 

None 

None 

l*8th  AHC 

None 

5b.  7% 

None 

117th  AHC 

None 

26.5% 

3.1% 

129th  AHC 

None 

26.1% 

3.h% 

180th  AHC 

None 

73.0% 

12.5? 

28lst  AHC 

None 

h2.1% 

20.5 % 

Battalion  Total 

None 

12.1% 

1.056 

TKT 
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c.  An  examination  of  the  statistics  reveals  a  serious  imbalance  in 
grade  structure  existing  within  the  Assault  Helicopter  Companies,  Fre¬ 
quently  positions  are  occupied  by  an  officer  two  grades  higher  than  that 
authorized  by  TOB.  This  problem  is  recognized  by  higher  headquarters  and 
ostensibly  there  is  no  solution  to  the  problem  short  of  training  more  Army 
aviators.  Further,  the  magnitude  of  the  problem  is  manifested  in  the 
present  for  duty  strengths  and  the  corresponding  shortages  or  understrengths 
Sir-Shown  bdl oifi -  - - 


UNIT  PRESENT  FOR  DUTY  PRESENT  FOR  DUTY/PERCENT  UNDERSTRENGTH 


Off 

WO 

Off 

wo 

Off  &  wo 

HHC 

33 

2 

Hone 

33.3* 

None 

ii8th  AHC 

28 

17 

Hone 

59.5* 

22.lt* 

117th  AHC 

18 

19 

Hone 

5U.7* 

36.2* 

129th  AHC 

19 

23 

Hone 

't5.2  * 

29.3* 

180th  AHC 

15 

3 

Hone 

88.M 

55.0* 

281st  AHC 

20 

16 

Hone 

61.9* 

20.6* 

Battalion  Total 

133 

80 

None 

59.3* 

28.7* 

d.  A  comparison  of  the  Dresent  for  duty  strengths  with  the  assigned 
and  attached  strengths  shown  in  la  above  reveals  significant  differences. 

The  present  for  duty  strengths  of  the  100th  Assault  Helicopter  Company 
(MDM)  are  low  due  to  a  large  number  of  aviators  that  are  TDY  and  flying 
with  another  unit.  The  180th  AHC  is  a  newly  arrived  unit  in  Vietnam  and 
should  not  be  considered  as  a  representative  unit  of  the  battalion.  On 
the  other  h*nd,  a  comparison  of  the  remaining  companies  clearly  shows  that 
a  large  divergence  exists  between  numbs®  assigned  and  numbers  present  for 
duty.  The  net  difference  of  officers  and  warrant  officers  assigned  and 
attached  from  those  present  for  duty  extends  from  a  low  of  zero  to  a  dif¬ 
ference  of  32 .8$.  The  preponderance  of  people  that  contribute  to  this  large 
difference  in  numbers  can  be  accounted  for  as  transients,  both  inbound  and 
outbound.  A  relatively  few  can  be  accounted  for  as  people  on  leave,  R&R, 
etc. 


e.  In  summary,  units  of  the  10th  Combat  Aviation  Battalion  will  con¬ 
tinue  to  perform  combat  missions  with  far  fewer  numbers  of  aviators  than 
those  authorised  by  TOE.  Moreover,  based  on  the  past  experience  of  large 
numbers  of  transients  (inbound  and  outbound),  organic  units  will  never 
approach  a  present  for  duty  strength  that  is  in  proximity  or  equal  to 
assigned  and  attached  strength,  even  if  ssigned  and  attached  strength  is 
100$  of  those  authorized. 

7.  ARTILLERI  -  None 

8.  (C)  SIGNAL 

a.  During  this  quarter  the  10th  Combat  Aviation  Battalion  has  oper¬ 
ated  a  base  camp  headquarters  and  a  field  command  post  to  carry  out  Its 
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dual  function  of  combat  support  and  base  developmei  'Coordination.  This 
division  of  the  battalion  staff  generates  a  requirement  for  communications 
that  exceeds  the  capability  provided  by  TOE  1-76E.  Extensive  use  of  the 
area  communications  network  has  been  made  to  augment  the  organic  communi¬ 
cations  capability.  As  of  this  date,  the  reliability  •  nd  responsiveness 
of  the  area  communication  system  has  not  proven  adequate  to  eliminate  the 
requirement  for  additional  communications  personnel  and  equipment.  This 
unit  continues  to  use  high  frequency,  single  side  band  radios  removed  from 
aircraft  as  the  primary  means  of  telephone  and  teletypewriter  communications 
between  the  forward  command  post  and  higher  headquarters.  Modification 
proposals  for  TOE  1-76E  and  TOE  1-256F  were  submitted  during  1st  quarter 
FY  67.  Either  of  these  MTOE  proposals  would  reduce  this  problem  area  if  ap¬ 
proved. 
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SECTION  2  (C)  C(M1aNDER»S  OBSERVATION  aND  RECOMMENDATIONS 
Part  I,  Observations 

1.  (C)  PERSONNEL 

a.  Item  Infusion  program 

Discussion:  A  temporary  decrease  in  combat  efficiency  occurred  in 
two  of  the  assault  helicopter  companies  due  to  the  loss  of  a  large  number 
of  personnel  at  one  time. 

Observation:  The  infusion  program  is  an  effective  measure  to 
combat  this  problem, 

2.  (C)  OPERATIONS 


a.  Item:  Night  combat  ass  vaults. 

Discussion:  During  the  reporting  period  the  10th  Combat  Aviation 
Battalion  conducted  four  battalion  size  night  combat  assaults  plus  several 
company  size  and  smaller  night  assaults.  Those  operations  were  conducted 
under  varying  light  and  weather  conditions. 

Observation:  Night  combat  assaults  can  be  successfully  c-trried 
out  under  certain  conditions  For  largo  and  complex  operations  a  minimum 
of  twenty-four  hours  should  be  made  available  to  the  aviation  battalion 
for  planning  and  coordination.  Training  of  crews  in  night  operations  is 
a  must. 

b.  Item:  Marking  and  identification  of  night  landing  zones  and  check 
points. 


Discussion:  Under  minimum  light  conditions  one  of  the  most  diffi¬ 
cult  problems  encountered  is  navigation  and  identification  of  landing  zones. 
The  IQbh  Combat  Aviation  Battaliun  experimented  with  several  methods  to 
assist  the  flights  in  getting  to  and  locating  the  landing  zone.  On  one 
occasion  the  release  point  v/..s  in  the  vicinity  of  a  bpecieJ.  Forces  camp. 

The  comp  commander  upon  request  agreed  to  light  the  "flaming  arrow"  (an 
arrow  with  a  series  of  number  10  cans  filled  with  sand  and  gasoline)  and 
pointed  it  in  the  direction  of  the  LZ.  Other  units  in  field  location® 
either  on  or  near  the  intended  flight  path  of  the  flight  have  provided 
similar  assistance  when  the  tactical  situation  permitted.  Railroad  fuzecs 
which  burn  for  twenty  minutes  were  tested  and  found  very  useful  for  marking 
LZ's,  aCP!s  and  PZ's,  They  were  found  to  be  very  useful  in  the  LZ's  since 
they  emit  a  red  light  and  do  not  have  thv.  blinding  effect  of  flares.  The 
light  gun*has  been  found  to  be  very  effective  met  hud  of  identifying  the  LZ 
to  flight  leaders  when  Pathfinders  were  introduced  into  the  landing  zenes 
particularly  v.hen  secrecy  was  important. 

Observation:  There  are  a  number  of  methods  of  assisting  the  flight 
loaders  in  night  n  .vigaaion  ana  locating  the  LZ.  Tho  methods  mentioned  above 
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are  but  a  few.  To  insure  success  of  night  operations  colanders  should 
provide  the  mcjcimum  amount  of  navigational  assistance  possible. 


c.  Item:  Illumination  for  night  combat  assaults. 

Discuss iom  The  10th  Combat  Aviation  Battalion  tested  several 
methods  of  illumination  for  night  combat  assaults.  Artillery  illumination, 
Air  Force  flareships  and  UH-lD's  loaded  with  (flare  aircraft,  parachute 
MK-24)  flares  were  all  employed  during  night  operations.  The  latter  (UH-lD!s) 
were  found  to  be  the  most  effective  and  responsive.  One  of  the  most  im¬ 
portant  reasons  for  the  UH-lD’s  being  the  most  desirable  was  thet  tho  pilot 
was  able  to  attend  the  briefing  for  the  operation  ana  be  was  completely 
familar  with  till  the  details  of  the  operation.  In  addition,  it  was  found 
that  due  to  the  critic  .1  availability  tf  Air  Force  flareships  their  presence 
could  not  be  assured  until  the  last  minute*.  The  position  of  the  flare 
drop  in  rolation  to  ti*e  flight  path  of  the  aircraft  ±s  of  great  importance. 
a  flare  dropped  directly  to  the  front  of  the  flight  will  have  a  blinding 
effect.  Wind  direction  also  is  important  because  of  the  drift  of  tho  flares. 
It  Wt.s  determined  that  flares  dropped  to  tho  roar  «.nd  side  away  from  the 
direction  of  turn  of  the  flight  produced  the  most  favorable  lighting  with¬ 
out  producing  a  blinding  effect.  The  flares  should  be  started. at  least 
three  minutes  from  tuuchdown  to  allow  the  pilots  oyos  to  ...djust  to  tho  light. 
Continuous  illumin.  t ion  during  the  landing  and  departure  phase  is  absolutely 
necessary.  a  break  in  the  illumination  during  this  portion  of  the  assault 
could  be  disastrous. 


Observation:  Combat  aviation  battalions  have  the  capability  of 
providing  illumination  for  night  cO:ib<.t  assaults.  Crews  should  be  trained 
in  the  proper  method  and  procedures  of  using  the  MK-24  flares  prior  to 
the  time  they  are  assigned  the  mission  of  providing  iliumin *t ion  for  a 
combat  assault. 


u.  Item:  Standby  flareship  and  gunships. 

Discussion:  The  10th  Comb,  t  *vi  .tion  Batt  li^n  maintains  a  minimum 
of  one*  flareship  (UH-1D)  loaded  Wxth  flare  aircraft,  parachute  MK-24  flares 
and  two  gunships  on  a  five  minute  alert  status  during  the  hours  of  darkness. 
These  aircraft  f.re  constantly  requested  to  assist  ini*  ntry  units  under  at¬ 
tack  ;jid  to  assist  and  escort  medical  evacuation  aircraft.  They  als^  pro¬ 
vide  ..n  ii.Jiiedi<-.te  reaction  in  the  event  of  a  ground  att  ek  of  elm.  b  se  ..roa, 

Observ  tion:  The  standby  aircraft  provide  the  ground  commander 
with  an  immediate  illumination  fire  support  c  .pability, 

e.  Item:  Helicopter  Lighting  ayse-  m  (hLb) 

Discussion:  During  the  period  1  august  1966  t»  20  September  1966, 
the  4Bth  iuiC  conducted  night  harassment  ana  interdiction  missions  employing 
the  HLb  within  the  Tiich  of  the  1st  Bdo,  101st  abn  Div.  The  purpose  of 
these  missions  was  to  determine  feasibility  and  developo  tactical  pro¬ 
cedures  in  HLB  employment.  Ti.e  1st  Bdo,  101st  «bn  Div  furnished  two  infantry 
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liaisonofficers  to  assist  and  designated  an  operational  area  to  conduct 
3ff  these  stuiies,  The  operational  area  was  the  Song  Dai  Giang  River  valley 
in  Thin  Phu  Yen  Province,  Vietnam,  This  area  was  relatively  flat, 
interrupted  with  heavily  wooded  stream  beds,  small  villages  uid  tree  lines, 

.  Operations  were  conducted  under  v  lying  light  and  weather  conditions  and 

at  unschodulod  intervals  during  t..e  night, 

Different  armament  subsystems  were  tested  by  the  escort  gunships  to 
include  a  .50  cal  machine  gun  mounted  in  a  UH-1D. 

Principal  employment  evolved  to  the  use  of  a  command  and  control 
aircraft  (UH-1D)  mounting  the  HIS  escorted  by  two  armed  aircraft.  The 
operational  area  Wc.s  searched  clandestinly  by  the  use  of  starlight  scopes 
furnished  by  the  1st  Bde.  T.huse  were  operated  by  the  infantry  liaison  officers 
aboard  the  command  and  control  aircraft.  The  HI^>  was  engaged  whenever  a 
suspicious  activity  was  noted  by  the  starlight  scopes.  The  KIb  served  to 
illuminate  as  well  as  furnish  pinpoint  identity  to  the  escort  gunships. 

During  the  period  of  trials  no  enemy  activity  was  evident,  consequently 
the  tot  .I  evaluation  of  the  Rib  was  limited  in  scope. 

Observation:  The  employment  of  the  HIb  has  certain  deterrent  effects 
upon  enemy  activity  conducted  at  night. 

That  the  HIb  is  not  extremely  effective  in  locating  and  fixing  targets 
in  operational  areas  that  are  not  flat,  arid  open. 

That  the  HLS  is  hampered  by  weather  conditions  of  low  visibility. 

HIS  crewr  should  be  trained  as  a  team  and  drilled  in  procedures  to 
attain  maximum  effectiveness, 

3.  (C)  TRAINING 

a.  Items:  Night  training 

Discussion:  The  10th  Combat  iViati on  Battalion  conductor  extensive 
night  training  for  ail  of  the  assault  holicopter  companies.  The  training 
included  individual,  platoon,  co^p^ny  «--na  then  battalion  size  operations. 

During  the  initial  stages  of  the  training  the  operations  were  not  performed 
in  an  acceptable  manner.  Howover,  the  later  exercises  were  executed  in  a 
professional  manner. 

Observation:  Night  training  should  be  conducted  on  a  continual 
basis  whenever  the  tactical  situation  permits.  The  moro  the  crews  work 
together  in  the  cockpit,  in  flights  and  with  the  pathfinders  the  greater 
their  abilities  _nd  confidence, 

b.  Item:  First  aid  training 

Discussion:  On  nuuorous  occasions  nslick  ui'ews"  ^ro  required  to 
perform  emergency  u'juicol  evacuation  missions.  Crow  chiefs  and  gunners 
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should  be  familar  with  the  life  saving  steps  to  assist  wounded  personnel 
carried  e ;  their  aircraft.  Jill  crew  members  have  received  first  c.id 
training  at  one  time  or  another;  however,  many  h.  received  the  training 
years  ago.  In  addition,  there  is  new  a  greater  incentive  to  le^rn  now 
that  they  are  so  close  to  the  battj..  field. 

Observation:  Crow  members  hcvu  a  definite  need  to  remain  pro¬ 
ficient  in  first  aid  techniques.  First  aid  training  should  be  conducted 
on  a  continual  b.sis  to  insure  that  the  crew  member  have  the  ability  and 
confidence  to  assist  wounded  personnel  when  and  if  required. 

c.  Item:  Airmobile  training 

Discussion:  During  this  reporting  period  the  10th  Combat  Aviation 
Battalion  had  occasion  to  support  US  units  that  had  recently  arrived  in 
country.  The  situation  permitted  very  little  time  for  training.  It  was 
observed  that  many  of  the  new  troops  removed  their  load  bearing  equipment 
and  packs  while  enreutc  to  the  landing  zone.  The  result  w^s  confusion 
and  excessive  time  spent  on  the  LZ  after  landing. 

Observation:  Aviation  units  should  be  alert  for  this  point  when 
supporting  newly  assigned  units  and  should  brief  commanders  prior  to  each 
operation.  When  possible  aircraft  should  be  made  available  to  newly  assigned 
units  for  refresher  training  prior  to  the  conduct  of  their  first  combat 

assault, 

d.  Item:  Transition  training 

Discussion:  The  10th  Combat  Aviation  Battalion  recently  had  four 
aviators  assigned  that  were  not  UH-1  qualified.  Two  were  carg  ■  helicopter 
rated;  however,  two  of  these  aviators  required  complete  transition  training. 

Observation:  The  transition  training  is  being  conducted  and  will 
be  completed  shortly.  However,  the  instructor  pilots  and  the  aircraft  re¬ 
quired  for  this  training  had  to  be  taken  from  combat  resources , 

A.  (C)  INTELLIGENCE 

Item:  Security  of  Classified  Information 

Discussion:  USaRV  Regulation  95-10  dated  22  December  1965  requires  that 
the  Commanders  Operational  Report  (OPRISP  5)  be  phoned  to  USaRV  Avi.ti^n 
Office,  using  the  format  prescribed  in  UoARV  Form  265  which  is  unclassified 
when  blank  and  classified  CONFIDENTIAL  when  completed.  In  this  battalion,  • 
the  companies  phone  the  information  to  battalion,  where  the  information  is 
consolidated  and  phoned  to  17th  Combat  aviation  Group,  17th  Group  c  nsoli- 
datos  reports  fr.m  all  battalions  and  phones  tho  consolidated  rep-rt  to 
USARV.  All  of  thos*^  telephonic  report*  use  the  forma  prescribed  in  USiUiV 
Form  265. 
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Observation:  Since  U3AHV  Form  265  is  unclassified  until  completed,  it 
is  kept  with  other  unclassified  blank  forms,  and  is  thus  readily  available 
throughout  Vietnam  with  little  difficulty  to  anyone  interested  in  obtaining 
a  copy.  It  must  be  assumed  that  the  Viet  Cong  have,  or  can  easily  obtain, 
copies  of  the  form.  It  must  also  be  assumed  that  the  Viet  Cong  have  the 
ability  to  monitor  phone  conversations.  Once  these  two  assumptions  are 
accepted,  it  is  obvious  that  the  Viet  Cong  have  the  capability  of  dupli¬ 
cating  supposedly  CONFIDENTIAL  OPREP  5  Reports.  It  is  also  obvious- that 
the  present  system  of  telephonic  reports  using  the  format  in  USaRV  Form 
265  does  not  provide  any  security  to  the  reported  information. 

5.  (U)  LOGISTICS 

a.  Item:  The  miniport  system 

Discussion:  The  miniport  refueling  system  has  proved  to  be  an 
essential  item  for  the  combat  assault  helicopter  companies.  However,  the 
refueling  rate  of  25  GFM  is  too  low  to  provide  rapid  refueling.  The  flow 
rate  of  25  GPM  appears  to  be  valid  only  for  new  equipment.  The  miniports 
that  are  presently  in  use  are  producing  only  8  to  12  GPM,  These  systems 
have  been  in  use  since  June  1966.  Repair  parts  and  replacement  of  major 
components  has  done  little  to  improve  the  efficiency  of  the  equipment, 

Observation:  Every  effort  is  being  made  to  improve  the  efficiency 
of  the  systems  on  hand.  Consideration  should  be  given  to  designing  a 
similar  system  with  a  greater  output. 

b.  Item:  Crew  chief  and  gunner  intercom  system  UH-1 

Discussion:  The  present  inteicom  system  is  not  adequate  for  oper¬ 
ational  requirements  in  Victn.ui.  Th^  cords  should  be  of  sufficient  length 
to  permit  the  crew  chief  and  gunner  to  dismount  tc  ,.ssist  in  loading  and  fjt  ,JC 
off-loading  and  still  remain  in  communication  with  the  aircraft  commander. 

Observation:  A  reel  with  a  cord  of  approximately  20  feet  in  length 
installod  on  oithor  side  of  the  aircraft  would  provide  freedom  of  movement 
for  the  crew  chief  and  gunner.  The  cord  should  be  on  a  retractable  reel. 

This  matter  is  being  studied  and  it  is  hoped  that  the  cords  and  reels  can 
be  locally  produced. 

6.  (C)  New  Unit  Movement  to  Vietnam 
a.  Item:  Advance  Party 
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Discussion:  The  100th  Combat  Support  Helicopter  Company  (CH-47) 
found  that  an  advance  party  of  two  officers  was  insufficient  to  cover  the 
many  areas  of  interest  for  the  unit.  Supply  accounts  had  to  be  established,  3$ 

administrative  publications  requisitioned  and  operations  publications  ac¬ 
counts  established. 

Observation:  An  advance  party  composed  of  two  officers  and  enlisted 
representatives  of  supply,  maintenance,  operations  and  unit  administration 
should  arrive  in  country  a  minimum  of  thirty  days  in  adv:nce  of  the  main 
body.  In  the  ev^nt  the  unit  is  programmed  to  a  secure  area  where  no  facili¬ 
ties  are  readily  available,  an  additional  ten  enlisted  men  should  be  in¬ 
cluded  in  tho  advance  party  to  erect  tents,  etc.  for  the  main  body. 

b.  Item:  Change  in  mode  of  transportation. 

Discussion:  The  initial -directive  moving  the  100th  Assault  Support 
Helicopter  Coinpary  directed  that  the  movuru-nt  of  the  main  body  would  be  by 
surface  transportation  from  the  west  coast.  Planning  and  preparation  of 
th*..  unit's  minimum  essential  equipment  was  directed  along  those  lin~s. 

Equipment  was  packed  in  C ONEX  containers,  rear  and  advance  party  personnel 
selected,  and  preparations  for  movement  initiated.  In  September,  less  than 
thirty  days  prior  to  the  scheduled  shipping  date,  while  the  majority  of  the 
unit's  personnel  were  on  leave,  the  mode  of  transportation  was  changed  from 
surface  to  air.  This  change  required  that  all  equipnent  be  repacked  and 
pallatized  for  air  movement,  the  rear  and  advance  party  personnel  changed, 
numercAis  changes  in  leaves  had  to  be  made  and  other  administrative  actions 
had  to  be  taken. 

Observation:  Change:,  in  the  mode  of  transp  station  at  the  last 
minute  creates  many  problems  for  the  unit  moving. 

c.  Item:  Reception  of  Unit  (Administration) 

Discussion:  On  arrival  in  country,  new  units  have  no  in-country 
regulations  or  publications  (USARV  Regulations,  etc.)  with  which  to  operate. 

Normal  requisitions  submitted  for  these  publications  require  30  to  60  days 
to  be  filled,  which  results  in  delayed  and  possible  incorrect  reports. 

Observation:  A  packet  of  all  in-country  publications  could  be  pre¬ 
pared  and  issued  t>;  a  new  unit  scheduled  to  move  to  Vietnam  well  in  advance 
of  their  arrival.  This  would  insure  correct  and  timeiy  reports.  Additionally 
al 1  personnel  would  have  advance  preparation  in  the  uethed  of  operation  in 
Vietnam. 

d.  Item:  Packing  and  Crating 

Discussion:  In  an  effort  t -  conserve  spac^  and  reduce  the  number 
of  CONEX  containers  required  t«  i.-ve  the  130th  Combat  Support  Helicopter 
Company's  TOE  equipnent,  equipment  was  picked  with  little  regard  to  se¬ 
lection  integrety.  In  preparing  the  container  packing  list,  notations  wtre 
not  made  as  to  which  section  the  items  belonged.  The  effort  to  conserve 


6 


CONFIDENTIAL 


CONFIDENT  if. 

space,  and  the  lock  of  information  on  the  packing  list  resulted  in  having 
to  inventory  each  container  separately  and  re-issue  all  TOE  equipment  to 
tlio  sections. 

Observation:  Units  departing  the  US  should  use  great  care  in  pack¬ 
ing  their  equipment  to  insure  thot  know  which  containers  their  equipment 
is  packed. 

e.  Item:  Air  Transportation 

Discussion:  During  the  air  movement  of  personnel  of  the  180th 
Assault  Support  Helicopter  Company  to  the  Republic  of  Vietnam,  two  C-130 
aircraft  wore  hold  in  the  Phillipines  overnight  because  the  aircraft  could 
not  land  at  Nha  Trang  during  hours  of  darkness.  The  Troop  Commander,  Com¬ 
manding  Officer,  180th  Aviation  Company,  attempted  to  arrange  for  bidets 
for  che  troops  but  van  informed  that  n.*e  were  available.  Due  to  the  lack 
of  billets,  the  men  were  required  tc  sj.oep  on  the  ramp  area,  w'ith  proper 
coordination,  the  t\.~  aircraft  could  have  flown  to  C~n  Ranh  AFB  where  they 
could  hr.ve  landed  during  the  hours  of  darkness,  md  the  men  billeted  in 
the  area  prepared  for  them  at  Dong  Ba  Thin, 
v  ^ 

Observation:  It  would  appo.ar  that  more  consideration  could  have 
been  giv^n  to  the-se  personnel  on  tneir  way  to  a  combat  zone. 

Part  II,  Rli-COi  ImilM'IOUS 

1.  Persu-nnel  -  None 


2.  (0)  Operations 

a,  (Reference  Section  2,  Part  I,  2b).  kc command  that  all  aviation 
units  be  advised  that  the  railroad  fuzecs  are  an  effective  aid  when  con¬ 
ducting  night  combat  assaults.  The  fuzecs  arc  available  at  the  ammunition 
supply  pints. 


3.  (C)  Tr..  iiiing 


a.  (Reference  Section  2,  Part  1,  3c).  Recommend  that  aircraft  be  made 
available  t  .  newly  ..-signed  im'antry  units  U  cond-c.  refresher  training 
?n  air::  bil-  operations  prior  to  their  commitment  to  combat  operations . 


7 
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*r:* 


bt  (Reference  Section  2,  Part  I,  3d).  Recommend  that  all  aviators 
assigned  >.y  Department  of  the  Army  to  Combat  Aviation  Groups  in  Vietnam, 
except  those  specifically  assigned  for  fixed  wing  units,  be  given  transition 
training  in  the  UH-1  prior  to  their  departure  from  CONUS. 

})  Intelligence 


(Reference  Section  2,  Part  x,  4a).  Recommend  that  a  new  format  be  de¬ 
signed  for  reporting  OPREP  5  information  and  that  the  format  be  classified 
CONFIDENTIAL  even  when  blank.  Since  the  format  woui^  then  be  safeguarded 
as  other  CONFIDENTIAL  information  it  could  be  used  for  telephonic  reports 
since  copies  of  the  format  would  not  bo  available  to  unauthorized  persons. 
The  sane  recommendation  applies  to  any  other  classified  reports  which  are 
made  telephonically  in  a  format  which  i3  unclassified. 


(U)  Logistics 

^  (Reference  Section  2,  Part  I,  5a).  Recommend  consideration  be  given 
to  designing  a  miniport  rcfual’ing  system  with  a  larger  capacity  and  in¬ 
creased  flow  rate  to  facilitate  refueling  operations  during  ccmbat  assaults. 
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DISTRIBUTION; 

1  Copy  (Original)  2  Copies  1  Copy  3  Copies  1  Copy 

Thru  17th  Combat  Avn  Gp  Thru  17th  Cbt  Avn  Gp  Jo  UUiRPAC  To  USiiRV  To  1st 

Thru  I  Field  Force  V  To  *CSF0R  Da  Avn  Bde 

Thru  1st  Avn  Bde 

Thru  USiiRV 

Thru  US4JIP4.C 

To  *CSFOR  Da 


CONFIDENT!” 


/v  IT 


AVFA-G3  (18  Nov  66)  2d  Ind 

SU-i JjuCU? s  Operational  Report  on  Lessons  Learned 

iieadquarters,  I  Field  Force  Vietnam,  APO  iian  Francisco  9&350  2  DEC  1966 

'..Mil':  Conmandinp;  General,  1st  aviation  Brigade,  APO 
US  Forces  96307 

Tst  Co..in:-'iL.inj  General,  United  States  Airy  Vietnam,  A.  0 
US  Forces  96307 

1*  (U)  The  10th  Combat  Aviation  Battalion  Operational  Rcnort  for 

the  period  ending  31  October  1966  is  forwarded  for  information  and  action. 

2.  (C)  E-is  headquarters  concurs  with  the  recommendation  f.s  modified 

herein. 


a.  Section  2,  Part  I,  para  4*  Observations  are  valid.  Opera¬ 
tional  ai.d  battle  reports  widen  contain  information  of  value  to  the  eneny 
are  to  be  classified  COIVUS  TIAL  or  CuNFEK  TIAL,  IICBIFIZD  IDLING  AU- 
T..CICZJD  (para  3  Appendix  III,  id.  300-5)*  Report  should  be  transmitted 
usi.i.7  II iC  codes. 


b.  Section  II,  Tart  2,  ]i:ja  4*  Recommendation  is  invalid.  The 
tv  nenissior.  of  classified  information  in  clear  text  is  prohibited.  2::- 
tretion  of  statistics  from  a  classified  form  in  no  way  decreases  the  re¬ 
quirement  for  communications  security.  The  ur.e  of  plain  text  to  transmit 
a  form  ted  report  offers  no  security  if  the  enemy  is  insene  on  recovering; 
t.  e  format.  Trans  rd  scions  of  chassified  inf  or  ation  must  be  encrypted. 


■k S . .  . .  Sc. a s 


IIIXIAM  jjrflji MES 
Colonel If kQ 
Adjutani^ueneral 


DOWN  GRADED  AT  3  YEAR  INTERVAL 

DECLAfoil’lICU  AT  Til..  ..  ihAVS 
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AVBA-C  (18  Nov  66)  3rd  Ind 

SUBJECT:  Operational  Report  Lessons  Learned  (10th  Combat  Aviation 
Battalion)  for  Quarterly  Period  Ending  31  October  1966 
(RCS  CSFOR-65) 

HEADQUARTERS,  1ST  AVIATION  BRIGADE,  APO  96307  10  DEC  1966 

TO:  Conmanding  General,  United  States  Army,  Vietnam,  ATTN:  AVC-DH, 

APO  96307 

1 .  The  1 0th  Combat  Aviation  Battalion  Operational  Report  Lessons 
learned  for  the  period  ending  3*  October  1966  is  forwarded  for  information 
and  action* 

2.  This  headquarters  concurs  with  the  recommendations  with  the 
additional  comments* 

a*  Reference  section  II  part  1  paragraph  5a:  To  increase  the 
refueling  capability  of  assault  helicopters  and  assault  support  helicopter 
companies,  particularly  during  combat  assault  operations,  a  change  to 
these  unit1 s  TOE  was  proposed  in  June  1966  adding  13  each  30/40  GPM  and 
6  each  100  GPH  lightweight  airmobile  pumps  for  assault  helicopter  companies, 
and  16  each  100  GPM  pumps  for  assault  support  helicopter  companies*  This 
was  approved  by  DA,  and  these  pumps  are  currently  arriving  in  RVN. 

b.  Reference  section  II  part  1  paragraph  5b:  Crew  chief  and  gunner 
intercom*  The  problem  of  drop  cord  extensions  is  being  taken  under  study 
by  the  Signal  Officer,  1st  Aviation  Brigade  based  on  the  reports  of  the  10th, 
52nd  and  223rd  Combat  Aviation  Battalions* 

FOR  THE  COMMANDER: 


2  Incl 
nc 


Captain,  AGC 

Asst  Adjutant  General 
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AVHGC-DH  (10  Hot  66)  Ath  Ind 

SUBJECT:  Operational  Report-Lee son*  Learned  for  the  Period  hiding 
31  October  1966  (RCS  CSFOR-65) 

H1ADQU ARTURS,  UNTTHD  STATES  ARHT  VIEIRAM,  APO  San  Francisco  96307  09  JAN  Ml 

TO:  Commander  in  Chief,  United  States  Amy,  Pacific,  ATTRi  GPCP-OT 
APO  96556 

1,  This  headquarters  hae  reriewed  the  Operational  Report-lessons 
Learned  for  the  period  ending  31  October  1966  from  Headquarters,  10th 
Combat  Aviation  Battalion  as  indorsed . 

2.  Pertinent  oonnents  are  as  follows: 

a*  Reference  Paragraph  6c,  Part  1,  Section  II,  Page  6: 

(1)  The  need  for  publications  packets  for  units  deploying 
to  Vietnam  was  recognised  by  this  headquarters  during  the  early  stages 
of  the  build-up  in  RVN.  In  April  1966,  this  headquarters  began 
mailing  complete  publication  packets  to  CONTIS  based  divisions,  brigaded, 
support  commands,  aid  separate  battalions  scheduled  for  deployment  to 
Vietnam.  USARV  regulations  and  circulars  are  an  automatic  part  of  the 
packet  and  contain  all  dlrectiyes  that  have  an  A,  B,  C,  and  X  distribution. 

(2)  The  10th  Combat  ATiatlon  Battalion  arrived  in-country 
on  25  October  1965.  Since  that  date,  all  comnand  formula  distribution 
has  been  automatically  sent  to  them  through  their  group  headquarters. 

Resupply  of  publications  is  accomplished  by  submission  of  requisitions 
to  this  headquarters.  Reaulsltions  are  filled  and  in  the  mail  within 
2k  hours.  Reporting  headquarters  was  briefed  on  the  publications 
supply  system  during  an  assistance  yieit  by  a  team  from  this  headquarters 
on  22  December  1966. 

b.  Reference  Paragraph  2a,  Part  II,  Section  II,  Page  7t  Con¬ 
cur  to  the  extent  that  the  fuze^s  be  relied  upon  aa  an  alternate  means 
of  marking  12*8,  ACP's,  and  PZ'a.  Fusees  are  subject  to  causing  fires 
in  grass  and  wooded  areas  and  do  not  offer  the  degree  of  seeuilty  from 
enemy  observation  as  do  present  lighting  systems  used  by  Pathfinder 
teams. 


c.  Reference  Paragraph  2b,  Part  II,  Section  II,  Page  7:  Con¬ 
cur.  It  is  desirable  to  hare  crews  of  the  participating  unit  provide 
illumination  in  these  Instances  because  of  ease  of  coordination, 
experience  and  intimate  knowledge  of  the  terrain. 


pd.iv.pep  r.v.L \v;ih.\ 
Kr.o::  tL.w>rri.;»  is<  ixvr:’.i.b 
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*'£  AVHGC-DH  (10  Hor  66) 

SUBJECT*  Operational  Rerort-Leesons  Learned  for  the  Period  IMing 
31  October  1966  (RCS  CSFOR-65) 

d.  Reference  Paragraph  2c,  Part  H,  Section  n.  Page  7*  Con¬ 
cur*  Favorable  results  can  be  achieved  when  the  Helicopter  Lighting 
System  is  used  discriminate^.  Concur  with  paragraph  2c,  1st  Indorse¬ 
ment,  that  vegetation,  terrain  and  weather  conditions  reduce  the 
effectiveness  and  reliability  of  the  system* 

e.  Reference  Paragraph  3a,  Part  II,  Section  II,  Page  7*  Non¬ 
concur*  Refresher  training  would  serve  to  detract  from  the  limited 
assets  t, callable  to  support  tactical  ooerations*  A  degree  of  refresher 
training  could  be  achieved  by  initially  assigning  newly  arrived  units 
to  operations  itiich  do  not  require  immediate  and  extensive  contact 
with  an  enemy  force.  Concur  with  comnents  of  oaragraph  3,  let  Indorse¬ 
ment* 

A/ 4/ 

f.  Reference  Paragraph  3b,  Part  II,  Section  II,  Page  8*  Concur* 
The  assignment  of  aviators  not  qualified  in  the  UH-1  to  units  in  RVF 
reduces  the  combat  ready  posture  of  the  unit  and  reduces  the  number  of 
flying  hours  available  to  suoport  combat  operations;  however,  the 

I  quantity  is  not  currently  significant. 


Amt  Adjourn  Genetsl 
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GPOP-OT  (10  Nov  66)  5th  Ind  (U) 

SUBJECT:  Operational  Report-Lessons  Learned  for  the  Period  Ending 

31  October  1966  (RCS  CSFOR-65),  HQ  10th  Cbt  Avn  Bn 

HQ,  US  ARMY,  PACIFIC,  APO  San  Francisco  96558  1  6  FE.B  1967 

TO:  Assistant  Chief  of  Stoff  for  Force  Development,  Department  of  the 
Army,  Washington,  D.  C.  20310 

This  headquarters  concurs  in  the  basic  report  as  indorsed. 

FOR  THE  COMMANDER  IN  CHIEF: 


*2 

X 

Lt  Col,  AGC 

AS3t  A3 
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OPORD  25-66 


Copy  No  of  Copies 
10th  Combat  Aviation  Battalion 
TTIY  HOA  (CG255363)  HW 
301200  October  1966 


Reference:  Map,  1:50,000  SVN,  series,  sheets  6852  II,  HI;  6851  I,  II, 
III,  IV,-  6850  I,  II,  III,  IV, •  6819  I,  II,  III,  IV;  6752  I, 
II;  6751  I,  Hi  6750  I  and  n. 

1.  SITUATION 


a.  Enemy:  Current  Intsum 

b.  Friendly: 

(1)  1st  Bde,  101st  Abn  Div  conduct  search  and  destroy  operation 
to  locate  and  destroy  VC/NVA  Forces  in  A0. 


(2)  1/327  Inf  moves  overland  by  vehicle  to  vie  BQ87U5  during  day¬ 
light  hours  and  at  H-hour  conducts  clandestine  infiltration  into  assigned 


AO. 


(3)  2/327  Inf  conducts  airmobile  infiltration  into  area  Anache 
at  H-hour  following  the  insertion  of  pathfinders  and  LZ  security  element. 

(li)  Other  -  Current  operation  overlay. 

c.  Attachment  and  Detachments: 

Four  Crl— U7 1  s  from  179th  Assault  Support  Helicopter  Company  (CH-b7). 

2.  MISSION 

10th  Combat  Aviation  Battalion  helilifts  2/327  Abn  Inf  Bn,  1st  Lde, 
101st  Abn  Div  in  a  non-illuminated  night  combat  assault  into  LZ  RED  (BQ 
810337)  and  then  into  LZ  EL1JE  (BQ919337)  commencing  312230  Oct  66.  As  a 
deceptive  measure  the  10th  Combat  Aviation  Battalion  will  conduct  a  simu¬ 
lated  combat  assault  into  LZ  MOONBEAM  (BQ788h83)  commencing  302100  Oct  66, 

3.  EXECUTION 

a.  Concept  of  Operation: 

PHRASE  I 

Battalion  (-)  conducts  a  night  combat  assault  into  LZ  MOONBEAM 
(BQ788U83 )  utilizing  2h  tJH-lD»s,  6  UH-lB’s  and  h  CH-ii7‘s.  The  b8th  Assault 


GROUP-h 

Downgraded  at  3  year  intervals: 
Declassified  after  12  years. 
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Helicopter  Company  (A)  (aLPHa  FLIGHT)  will  lead  the  assault  with  12  UHJIMs 
followed  one  minute  later  by  the  129th  Assault  Helicopter  Company  (A)  (BRaVO 
FLIGHT)  with  12  UHlD*s  followed  one  minute  later  by  4  CH47*s  from  the  179th 
Assault  Support  Helicopter  Company  (CHARLIE  FLIGHT),  After  completing  the 
landing  in  12  MOONBEAM  all  flights  will  proceed  along  route  JaNE  (Annex  A 
Operations  Overlay)  to  Vagabond  Valley,  Gunships  from  the  129th  Assault 
Helicopter  Company  will  be  prepared  on  order  to  conduct  a  pre-strike  of  12 
MOONBEaM  from  a-35  to  A-15.  Gunships  from  the  48th  Assault  Helicopter  Com¬ 
pany  will  conduct  a  pre-strike  of  the  LZ  from  a-5  to  A  hour  following  the 
artillery  preparation  which  will  be  fired  frcm  A-15  to  A-5  (last  round 
marked  by  illuminating  round).  Flareship  from  the  48th  will  provide  con¬ 
tinuous  illumination  of  the  LZ  area  from  a-5  to  completion  of  assault.  After 
CH-47*s  have  completed  landing  the  flareship  will  drop  flares  North  of  route 
JANE  until  flight  has  cleared  ACP  3, 


PHASE  II 


(1)  The  48th  will  insert  the  Pathfinder  Detachment  (-)  10th  Combat 
Aviation  Battalion  into  LZ  RED  (BQ810337)  after  making  a  landing  into  12 
GOLD  (BQ755352).  After  the  Pathfinder  Detachment  (-)  and  a  security  force 
from  Company  C  2/327  has  been  inserted  into  LZ  RED  another  landing  will  be 
made  into  LZ  YELLCto  (BQ883383).  Approaches  into  all  LZ*s  will  be  at  low 
level.  Alpha  time  for  LZ  RED  is  311#35H  Oct  66.  Gunships  from  the  48th 
will  provide  fire  support  on  c^ll  but  will  not  firo  any  preparatory  fires 
on  any  of  the  LZ!s,  On  landing  in  each  12  aircraft  will  remain  on  the 
ground  for  a  minimum  of  20  seconds  unless  enemy  fire  is  received, 

(2)  The  129th  will  insert  a  team  from  the  Pathfinder  Detachment 
plus  a  security  force  from  Company  a,  2/327  Inf  Bn,  into  LZ  BLUE  (BQ919337) 
after  making  a  landing  in  LZ  GREEN  (BQ923365).  After  the  insertion  has 
been  completed  the  flight  will  proceed  to  LZ  SILVER  (BQ958348)  whore  another 
landing  will  be  mode.  Approaches  into  all  LZ!s  will  be  at  low  level.  Alpha 
time  for  LZ  BLUE  is  311835H  Oct  66.  Gunships  from  tho  129th  will  provide 
fire  support  on  call  but  will  not  fire  any  preparatory  fires  on  any  of  the 
12*8.  Aircraft  will  remain  on  tho  ground  for  a  minimum  of  20  seconds  in 
each  LZ  unless  enemy  fire  is  encountered. 

PHiiSE  in 


10th  Avn  Bn  (-)  hclilifts  2/327  (-)  Inf  Bn  into  LZ  RED  utilizing 
flights  Alpha  and  Bravo  and  then  into  12  BLUE  utilizing  flight  Alpha,  bravo 
and  Charlie  commencing  312230  Oct  66.  48th  Gunships  will  follow  Bravo  flight 
along  their  flight  route  until  reaching  the  vie  of  Orbit  Road,  then  orbit 
over  Orbit  Road  at  2500*  until  roleived  by  gunships  from  129th.  129th  Gun¬ 
ships  follow  Bravo  flight  on  2d  lift  and  rolcivos  48th  Gunships  at  Orbit 
Road. 


b.  Fire  Support 
PHaSE  I 

Airstrik©8  A-40  to  a-20  CQl'Jf  iL’iJ ’*  [ 


Artillery  prep.  A-15  to  A-5  (Yty*  '  ■  *:'•  • 

U8th  Gunships  prep.  A-5  to  H  hour.  "  '  '  - 

Artillery  and  gunship  available  on  call. 

PHASE  II 

Gunships  provide  over  head  cover  for  flights  a a  directed  by  Alpha 
and  Bravo  flight  leaders.  Artillery  available  on  call. 

PHASE  III 

li8th  Gunship  will  follow  Bravo  flight  on  1st  lift  and  remain  in  vie 
of  Orbit  Road  at  2500*  and  will  return  and  refuel  at  Tuy  Hoa  when  releived 
by  129th  gunships.  129th  gunships  will  follow  Fravo  flight  2d  lift  to  Orbit 
Road  to  provide  continuous  over  head  cover.  Artillery  available  on  call. 

c.  l|8th  Assault  Helicopter  Company  (A) 

(1)  Designate  flight  leader  for  Alpha  flight. 

(2)  Provide  gunship  support  (3  UH-lB's). 

(3)  Provide  Hi  TJH-lD's  (12  Slicks,  1  Flare,  1  C&C). 

d.  129th  Assault  Helicopter  Company  (A) 

(1)  Designate  flight  leader  for  Bravo  flight. 

(2)  Provide  gunship  support  (3  UH-lB's). 

(3)  Provide  lii  TJH-lD's  (12  Slicks,  2  Spares). 

e.  179th  Assault  Support  Helicopter  Company  (CH-U7) 

(1)  Provide  li  CH-li7»s. 

(2)  Designate  flight  leader  for  Charlie  flight. 

£.  Pathfinder  Detachment 

(1)  Provide  lighting  in  PZ  BEACH  at  3020O0H  Oct  66  for  PHASE  I. 

(2)  Provide  lighting  in  PZ  BEACH  at  312130H  Oct  66  for  PHASE  III. 

(3)  Inserted  into  LZ  RED  and  LZ  BLUE  at  31103$  Oct  66, 

(li)  Provide  lighting  and  landing  instruction  to  landing  aircraft 
in  LZ  RED  and  LZ  BLUE. 

g.  Coordinating  Instruction 
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(1)  Air  Movement  Plan:  Annex  C. 

(2)  Air  Loading  Plan:  Annex  B. 

(3)  Altitudes:  1>00'  enroute  to  LZ 

2000'  return  to  PZ 
3000*  on  route  JANE 

(4)  Navigation  lights  on  steady  dir.i,  lower  portion  taped, 

(5)  Weather  Decision: 

(a)  Phase  I  3020U0  hours  by  LTC  Harrison. 

(b)  Phase  II  3H730  hours  by  Alpha  and  Bravo  FLT  leaders, 

(c)  Phc’se  III  312030  hours  by  LTC  Harrison 

(6)  Weather  delays:  If  weather  precludes  lift  at  A  hour  aircraft 
will  regain  on  strip  alert  until  weather  clears  for  lift, 

(7)  Rules  of  engagement:  After  gunship  prep  in  Phase  I  no  fire 
unless  in  direct  radio  contact  with  ground  element  and  upon  approval  of 
Couaanding  Officer,  10th  Oonbat  aviation  Battalion. 

(8)  Each  unit  will  have  a  back  up  iaaintenar.ee  team  available  at 
Tuy  Hoa  to  repair  or  rig  downed  aircraft, 

PKi.bE  III 

(9)  Last  aircraft  in  lZ  HED  from  bravo  flight  turn  off  lights  after 
landing  and  loan  pathfinders  .and  return  to  PZ, 

Last  two  sorties  of  CH47a's  in  LZ  DLlk  load  pathfinders  and 

return , 

(10)  bebreifing  at  Bn  TOC  on  call. 

(11)  Flare  Bhip. 

(a)  Phase  1:  Orbit  Flare  0  3000'. 

(b)  Ph..se  II:  On  call-Orbit  RP  3000'. 

(c)  Phase  III: 


1. 

LZ 

RED: 

Orbit  Point  Island  t 

»  3000'. 

2. 

LZ 

Bilk.: 

Orbit  Point  Hill  G 

3000'. 

r'HOENTIAL 
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(a)  Phase  Is  Orbit  Dust  Off  @  3000*  2030-2100  hours. 

(b)  Phase  II:  Orbit  Dust  Off  G  3000'  1830-1900  hours. 

(c)  Phase  Ills  Orbit  Dust  Off  G  3000*  2230-2400  hours. 

(13)  Spare  aircr.  ft  follow  Bravo  flight  by  3  minutes  then  orbit 
RP  at  2000*  until  last  aircraft  has  departed  LZ. 

(14)  Reporting  points:  Off  parking  area  Vagabond,  off  PZ  aCP  #1, 

2,  3,  and  RP. 

4.  ADtuhlbTRj-iT  lOM  hW  LOGIbTlCS 
a*  Refuel  uiniports. 

o.  Refuel  prior  t r  lift  to  1200  lbs,  after  lift  company  SOP. 

c.  Evac  wounded  personnel  to  101st  aid  Station.  Contact  Vital  Caves  M 
FM  41.4. 

5.  COMMaMD  AMD  SlGWiiL: 

a.  Command: 

(1)  itlfTF  Commander:  Lt  Col  hasco. 

(2)  Mission  Coi-ziandcr:  LTC  Harrison. 

(3)  Alt  Mission  Commander:  Major  Roper  (in  flare). 

b.  Signal: 

(1)  Command  Freq:  FM  45.3,  UHF  237.7,  VHF  122.7. 

(2)  itlt  Command  Freq:  FM  40.6. 

(3)  Gunships  w/coLid:  FM  45.3. 

(4)  Dust  Off  w/comd:  Primary  UHF  237.7,  alt  PM  45.3* 

(5)  Pathfinders  PZ:  40.6  Dawson  Piker  26 

LZ  BLUE  45.3  Dawson  Piker  Blue 
12  RED  45.3  Dawson  Piker  Red 

(6)  Ground  CoLiuand: 

(a)  Bn  Comd  Saxon  Reader  FM  32.7. 
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(b)  LZ  BlUE:  Co  a  harped  Cause  FM  46.80. 

Co  B  Used  Hates  FM  33.60, 

(c)  LZ  RED:  Co  C  Tasty  Chime  M  36.70. 

(7)  FaC:  Standby  only  UHF  301.5,  FM  37.5. 

( 8)  Tube  art illery : 

(a)  Location:  CHUiiCH  BQ94S416  FM  Scetchy  Halt  9,  35.70. 

(b)  Cung  Son  FM  Rash  speller  10,  27.30, 

(9)  Smoke 

(a)  PZ:  Yellow 

(b)  lZ:  Yellow 

(c)  Enemy  fire:  Red 

(d)  Frienuly  distress:  2  Yellov; 

( e )  Fr iendly :  Gr e e  n 

acknowledge 
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ANNEX  B  (itir  Loading  Plan)  to  OPOiil)  25-66. 

PH;1>E  II 


UNIT 

LIFTED  UNIT 

SORTIlS 

ACL 

TRPS 

PZ 

12 

48th 

Plat  C  2/317 

7 

A 

42 

BEACH 

RED 

129th 

Plat  a  2/327 

7 

6 

42 

BEACH 

BLUE 

PH^SE  III 
1st  Lift 


UNIT 

LIFTED  UNI? 

SORTIES 

aCL 

TRPS 

PZ 

lz 

48th 

c  (-)  2/327 

12 

6 

72 

BEaCH 

RED 

129th 

c  (-)  2/327 

12 

6 

72 

HEjiCH 

RED 

PHitSE  III 
2d  Lilt 


UNIT 

LIFTED  UNIT 

SORTIES 

ACL 

TRPS 

PZ 

12 

48th 

D  2/327 

12 

7 

84 

BEhCH 

BLUE 

129th 

B  2/327 

12 

7 

SI- 

BEi.Ch 

BLUE 

179th 

a  (-)  2/327 

33 

4 

132 

BEi^LH 

BLUE 

.icknowlodge 
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iiNNEX  C  Uir  Moveuent  Plan)  to  OPORD  25-66 


IL 


Time  Table 

PHaLE  I 

a.  Crank 

2025 

b.  T/0 

2030 

c.  Land  PZ  BL..CH 

2034 

d.  T/0  PZ 

2037 

c*.  Land  LZ  KuONBE,j-i 

2100  (a) 

Land  12  ships  in  trail  in  PZ,  land  NE  030°,  Alpha  on  the  right,  Bravo 
on  the  left,  2  flights  of  12,  nVMs  of  throe  in  trail  1  minute  between 
flights  of  6.  1  minute  between  jZLpha  and  Bravo  flights.  Flight  leaders 

maintain  correct  time  spacing.  Charlie  flight  follow  Bravo  flight  by  1 
minute*. 

PhU>E  II 


a. 

Crank 

1802 

b. 

T/0 

1807 

c . 

Land  PZ  BiL.CK 

1811 

d. 

T/0  PZ 

1815 

e. 

L  -nd  LZ  .diD  &  BLUE 

1835  U) 

Land  7  ships  in  trail  in  Pz,  land  NE  030°  ,Jpha  on  the  right,  Bravo  on 
the  left.  2  flights  of  7,  "V"s  of  three  in  trail.  1  minute  between  flights 
cf  7. 

III 


a.  Crank  2150 

b.  T/0  2155 

o.  L  .nd  PZ  Bti.CH  2200 

d.  T/0  PZ  2210 

e.  L.nd  LZ  RED  2230 

f.  T/0  LZ  2234 

g.  L^nd  PZ  Bim1CH(2)  2326 

h.  T/0  PZ  2310 

i.  Lana  12  deUE  2328 


Land  12  UK-llPs  in  t.  ail  in  PZ,  land  NE  030°,  **lpha  on  the  right,  Bravo 
on  the  left,  i-harlie  flights  land  NW  of  /L  (4  CH47’s)  2  flights  of  12  and 
1  flight  of  4  CH47'Ps.  Order  of  flights  3,  and  C.  Vs  of  three  in  trail 
for  flights  a  and  B.  1  minute*  between  flight...  5  minutes  between  flights 
br  -vo  and  Charlie.  Charlie  flight  fly  in  trail  flights  of  2. 

acknowledge 
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ANNEX  D  (Deception  Plan)  to  OPQRD  25-66 
References:  OPUkD  24-66 

1.  SITUATION 

a.  Eneiuy  forces:  OPOiiD  25-66 

b.  Friendly  Forces:  OPORD  25-66 

c.  Attachments  &  Detachments:  OPOuD  25-66 

2.  MISSION 

10th  Combat  aviation  Battalion  conducts  deceptive  measures  to  deceive 
the  enemy  as  to  the  increased  activity  in  vie  Cung  Son  (Coord,  BQ808422) 
and  to  deceive  the  enemy  as  to  the  correct  time  and  location  of  the  heli- 
lift  of  the  2/327  Rbn  Bn,  1st  Bde,  101st  Abn  Div. 

3.  EXECUTION 

a.  Concept  of  the  Operation:  10th  Cor  Eat  Aviation  Bn  conducts  de¬ 
ceptive  measures  as  follows: 

(1)  Limited  helicopter  operations  in  aO  prior  to  beginning  of 
operation, 

(2)  Deceptive  operation  302100  Oct  66  North  of  Cung  Son  vie  coord 
BQ7S8483  (LZ  MOONBhiU'i) 

(a)  Air  strike  of  LZ  MOONBEiiM 

(b)  Arty  prep  of  LZ  MOuNbEili 

(c)  Gunship  prep  of  LZ  MOONPEill 

(d)  bimuiated  combat  assault  utilizing  24  UHlD's  and  6  UHlB*s 

into  LZ. 

(3)  Illumination  of  area  Northeast  of  aO. 

(4)  Conducts  flights  over  area  North  &  Northeast  of  aO. 

(5)  Low  level  flying  .  nd  feint  landings  prior  to  inserting  path¬ 
finders. 

b.  10th  CoiEat  aviation  Bait, Lion  conducts  non- illuminated  night 
cotJbnt  assault  into  LZ's  RED  (Coord  BQ310337)  &  BLUE  (EQV19337). 

4.  * JJllINio i iuvi iti'U)  LOGlOilCb 
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5.  COMMAND  AND  SIGNAL 
OPQRD  25-66 
Acknowledge : 
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jiNNEX  E  (Sequential  Operation  Order)  to  OrGkjj  25-66 


ITEM  TIME 


ACTION 


OTHER  INFORMATION 


1. 


2. 


3. 


4. 


5. 


6. 


31  Oct  66  10th  iivn  Bn  conducts  night  non-illuni-  (l)  Fit  (a)  46th  Avn 
2150-2326  nated  combat  assault  helilifting  2/327  Co  12  UHlD's  Fit  (B) 

Inf  into  LZ  RnD  and  then  LZ  BLUE  129th  Avn  Co  12  UHlD's 

Fit  (C)  179th  Avn  Co 
4  CH47**s. 


2150  Fit's  ^LFhj»,BlOtVO,ChiiHL!LL  crank  at 

Vagabond  Valley 


(2)  alpha  and  Bravo 
flights  place  Green 
chalks  1-4,  uhite 
chalks  5-8,  and  Yellow 
chalks  9-12. 


2155 


Fit  Alpha  will  cQhu.iuncG  lift  off  at 
Vagabond  Valley  and  proceed  to  PZ 
BEaCH,  Followed  by  BRaVO  flight  then 
CluatLIE  • 


(3)  Flight  B  will 
follow  Flight  A  and 
Flight  C  will  follow 
Flight  B. 


2200-2210  all  fits  will  L.nd  &  load  at  PZ  BEaCH  (4)  Fits  a  and  3  will 

Flights  idjPH..  and  BK.A'O  will  load  C  (-)  land  12  UHlD's  in  trail 

2/327  Inf  aircraft  cargo  load  (<iCL)  ef  6  ALPHa  on  the  right 
troops.  BRaVO  on  the  left.  Fit 

UHiilLIL  (4  CH47's) 
will  land  200  meters 
to  the  Northwest  of  Fits 
a  and  B.  Pathfinders 
will  direct  and  con¬ 
tinue  landing  on  FM 
40.6  call  sign  Dawson 
Piker  26.  CH-47's  will 
shut  down  in  PZ 


2210  Fit  j.Ldii.  will  depart  PZ  3Ei.Cn.  Fit 

Bk.  1 0  will  fellow  fit  .  J-Phik  by  1 
:.iinute 


(5)  Fit  formation  will 
be  V's  of  three  in 
trail.  Fit  path  de¬ 
picted  on  overlay  Fit 
alt  1500 '  outbound  to 
LZ's 


2230  Fit  aLPFL.  will  land  iZ  RED  followed 

by  Fit  Ba.iVU. 


(6)  Pathfinders  will 
be  established  in  LZ 
RED.  Land  to  lighted 
tr^es  otc  Dawson  Piker 
RED  FM  45.3.  List  ik/C 
in  BRaVO  Fit  will 
pick  up  Pathfinders 
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7.  2234 
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Fit  aLPHa  &  BRr.VO  clear  LZ  RED  return 
to  ?Z  BEaCH. 


OTHER  INFORMATION 

(7)  Other  Fit  path 
depicted  on  overlay. 
Return  alt  2000*  from 
LZ  to  PZ. 


8. 


9. 


2300-2310  Fit  iJjPHh  will  land  at  PZ  BEnCH  followed 
by  Fit  BR.iVO,  Fits  aLpPa  and  BRaVO  will 
land  B 2/3 27  Inf.  aCL  of  7  troops.  Fit 
CHiJiLIE  will  load  a  (-)  2/327  Inf  aCL 
of  32  troops. 


Fits  ALPKa  and  BRuVO 
will  land  in  PZ  BEACH 
12  UHlD’s  in  trail. 
jiLPH/i  on  the  right 
BRiiVO  on  the  left* 
Pathfinders  will  di¬ 
rect  and  control 
landing  on  FM  40. 6. 
Dawson  Piker  26.  Fit 
ChiiRLIE  (4  CH47als) 
will  start  a  P/U  and 
go  to  flight. 


2310  Fit  aLPHa  will  depart  PZ  BEaCH  followed  (9)  Fit  formation  for 

1  minute  later  by  Fit  BR^VO,  Fit  CHiJiLIE  aLPHa  and  bltiVO  fits 
will  follow  Fit  BRi.VO  by  5  minutes.  will  be  V's  of  three 

in  trail.  Fit  ChiiRLIE 
will  be  2  Fits  of  2 
sopar.  ted  by  two 
minute- s  in  trail. 
Flight  path  depicted 
on  overlay.  Enroute 
alt  1500'. 


10.  2328 


Fit  iiLrri/i  will  land  at  LZ  BUJE  followed  Pathfinders  will  be 
by  Fit  BlOi'/0  and  then  Fit  CILtRLIE,  established  in  LZ 

BLUE.  Land  to  lighted 
trees  etc.  Dawson 
Piker  BLUE  FM  45.3. 
Last  2  a/C  in  Fit 
ChxiRLlc,  will  pick  up 
Pathfinders,  all  Fits 
will  return  on  flight 
path  at  2000 1  Isl  8 
xi/C  from  Fit  aLPIL 
will  go  to  miniports 
cth^r  Vc  land  in  rZ 
BEx.Cii  nd  refuel  as 
dirC'Ctcd  by  Vagabond 
control  FM  39.5 


11.  rKq  C.dl 

Bn  Coud  FM  45.3  Uhr  237.7 
nit  COArti  FM  40.6 

Gu-  hip  with  C oi.id  FM  45.3  “It  Uhr  237.7 
Dust  off  w/coi-d  UHF  237.7,  jJ.t  45.3 
Pathfinders  SL  Dawson  Piker  26  FM  40.6 


LZ  itED  Dawson  rik^r  RED  FM  45.3 
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Pathfinders  LZ  BLUB 
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Dawson  Piker  Blue  FM  45.3 


Inf  Bn  Comd  Saxon  Header  FM  32,70 

Co  a  Warped  Cause  FM  45,80  (LZ  HMD) 

Co  B  Used  Rates  FM  33.60  (U  BLUB) 

Co  C  Tasty  Chines  FM  36.70  (LZ  BLUB) 

FaC  standby  oruy  UHF  301.5  FM  37.5 

Tube  art illery  Sketchy  Halt  9  FM  35.70  @  CUl\iG  SON  Hash  Speller  10  FM  37.60. 


Smoke 

(a)  PZ:  Yellow 

(b)  LZ:  Yellow 

(c)  Bnumy  Fire:  Red 

(d)  Friendly  Distress:  2  Yellow 

(c)  Friendly:  Green 
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DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  AMS 
HEADQUARTERS  10TH  COMBAT  AVIATION  BATTALION 
APO  96312 

9  November  1966 

SUPPORT  OF  LONG  RaMRI)  RECONNAISSANCE  PATROIS 


During  the  past  several  uorrths  the  10th  Combat  Aviation  Battalion  has 
been  supporting  the  helicopter  mission  requirements  of  long  range  reconnaissance 
patrols  (LRRP)  activities  in  the  Republic  of  Vietnam.  In  support  of  oper¬ 
ations  of  this  type,  special  techniques,  procedures,  and  equipment  have 
been  tested  and  found  effective. 

idthough  the  techniques  and  procedures  described  in  this  report  have 
been  effective  and  will  continue  to  be  used,  re.  ideas  and  techniques  will 
be  developed  and  tested.  The  enemy  can  and  will  exploit  those  units  that 
are  unable  to  changu  or  modify  their  tactics.  Units  that  are  unwilling  to 
vary  their  procedures  and  try  new  methods  will  become  stagnate  and  fail. 

Hence  it  is  noted  that  no  one  system  is  the  final  answer  but  those  arc  proven 
proceedures  that  can  be  modified  to  fit  many  mission  requirements. 

LONG  xUNGti  RLCOKlodSb^Co  PATROL 

There  are  numerous  schools  of  thought  on  the  best  composition  of  a 
long  rrngc  reconnaissance  patrol.  The  number  of  personnel  suggested  vary 
from  a  three  nan  group  to  units  the  size  of  a  platoon.  Regardless  of  their 
size,  those  units  are  designed  to  perform  reconnais3uice  and/or  surveillance 
and  normally  avoid  enuy  contact. 

A  typo  IithP  organization  composed  of  six  men  is  the  basis  used  for 
this  report.  This  is  the  size  of  Special  Forces  LRRP  teams  presently  em¬ 
ployed  in  joint  operations. 

Tho  fi^xd  equipment  carried  by  the  patrol  is  simple,  light weight, 
functional  and  permits  the  patrol  to  remain  in  an  jxa  at  least  five 
days  at  a  time.  The  patrol  has  an  (i*M)  radio  set  and  a  (FM)  radio  6et  as 
well  as  visu.-i  signalling  devices  (panels,  mirrors  and  flares).  Weapons 
carried  are  usually  lightweight,  auto-mat ic  rifles  (li-16,  Carbine  M-2)  and 
grenades  (pyrotechnic  and  anti-personnel  typo).  The  teams  are  highly  trained, 
in  excellent  physical  condition  and  extremely  well  motivated  in  their  mission 
of  intelligence  gathering.  In  addition,  their  training  enables  them  to  bring 
fire  on  the  cnciy  from  supporting  artillery.  Air  Force  fighter  bombers, 
armed  helicopters  and  Navd  gun  fire.  US  Arty  members  of  theso  LRRPs  have 
an  average  of  eight  yours  in  the  service  and  are  exports  at  thi3  special 
typo  mission. 

Logistical  support  to  the  patrols  onco  committed  is  liininal  end  nor¬ 
mally  consists  only  of  transportation  (helicopter)  and  emergency  medical 
evacuation  and  treatment . 

Immediate  fire  support  is  preplanned  giving  the  patrols  the  capability 
of  directing  fire  against  encty  elements  whenever  a  lucrative  target  is  lo¬ 
cated  or  the  te/n  is  in  danger.  Fire  support  can  be  given  frcti  the  following 
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sources  depending  on  range  to  t. argot,  tine  of  r^muest,  priority  of  target, 
ana  the  other  factors  that  are  always  present  in  any  fire  request: 


a.  Air  Force  Fighter  Bomber  Strikes:  A  FAC  is  assigned  to  all 
'of  tte  LRftP  missions  :.nd  is  always  on  call.  Friendly  air  strikes  are  di¬ 
rected  by  this  FAC  when  priorities  per;. It  the  mission. 


b.  Arned  Helicopter  Assist. .nee:  Three  (3)  armed  helicopters  are 
present  on  the  LHHP  mission  and  arc  directed  by  the  FaC  or  tho  command  and 
c  ont r ol  he  1  ic  or >t o r . 


Z>*t 


c.  Artillery  Fire  and  Naval  Gunfire :  If  range  permits,  the  LRRP 
will  servo  as  forward  observer  and  adjust  those  fires. 

In  addition  to  tho  fires  of  these  agencies,  a  reaction  force  of  a  rifle 
company  to  brigade  size  units  may  be  airlifted  into  the  area  to  exploit  tho 
enemy  forces  located  by  the  LRRP’s.  Experience  h.s  proven  that  roinforcoing 
of  a  team  under  attack  is  more  effective  than  extraction  when  a  suitable 
landing  area  is  available . 

Helicopter  support  to  a  LRRP  team  is  nine  (9)  aircraft  (3  UH-1B  armed 
helicopters  and  6  UH-lD's)  with  crows;  operation  and  control  element;  and 
sufficient  maintenance  personnel  to  perform  up  to  third  echolon  maintenance 
support.  The  six  (6)  IJH-lDs  provide  a  capability  of  infiltrating  three  six 
man  teams  at  one  time  with  ‘Sufficient  back-up  to  recover  personnel  in  the  event 
an  aircraft  is  forced  down. 

The  flight  element  consist  of  a  Task  Force  of  the  following: 

Cnc  (l)>UH-lJJ  Command  and  Control  Ship 
Three  (3)  UH-1D  Team  Trancpert  Aircraft 
Two  (2)  UH-lb  Recovery  Aircraft 
Thrc'w  (3)  UI1-1B  Armed  Escort 


This  organization  may  be  reduced  by  one  (l)  recovery  aircraft  if  the 
couaand  and  control  aircraft  can  provide  ^mergenc y  recovery.  This  means 
only  li.rtcd  personnel  can  be  carried  in  the  command  and  ccntrol  aircraft. 


One  CH-1B  armed  helicopter  may  be  deleted  if  necessary;  however,  A  three 
gunship  team  has  been  found  to  be  far  more  effective  in  supressing  fire  on 
the  ground.  In  addition,  the  distance  of  the  LRRP  base  is  usually  too  far 
to  replan  aircraft  in  less  than  two  hours,  so  it  is  felt  that  is  is  reeessary 
to  have  ahreo  UH-lB!s  in  the  forward  area. 

RECONNAISSANCE 


A  general  reconnaissance  of  the  area  by  all  aircraft  and  crews  is  con¬ 
ducted  as  soon  as  the  unit  moves  to  the  area  of  interest.  This  area  of 
operations  can  be  of  varying  size  but  usually  is  about  thirty  to  fifty  kilo¬ 
meters  square. 
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Flight  altitude  of  the  flight  is  conducted  at  1500  to  2000  feet  absolute 
and  only  a  general  look  at  the  overall  area  is  accomplished. 

Fig  #1 


I 


20  to  30  KM  | 
i 


Area  of  Operation  (AO) 


- 30  to  50  KM  - ^ 

Base 

Formations  will  vary  depending  on  flight  rout go  and  other  considerations 

such  as  weather,  terrain,  special  areas  of  interest  etc. 


The  LRRP  commander  makes  his  plan  for  individual  patrols  and  assigns 
RZs  (reconnaissance  zones)  to  the  individual  patrols. 

Fig  #2 


Base 


These  recon  zones  are  norm  lly  five  to  eight  kilometers  in  length  and 
vary  in  width  from  two  to  five  kilometers  depending  on  terrain.  Within 
these  recon  zones  certain  points  of  critical  interest  are  plotted  and  the 
LRRP  teams  receive  their  LEIfs  and  areas  of  special  interest  for  planning 
their  routes  through  the  RZ. 

On  order  of  the  limP  base  commander  a  reconnaissance  is  conducted. 
Three  members  of  the  to*ja  fly  in  the  aircraft  with  the  aviators  who  will 
infiltrate  them  into  their  Recon  Zone  (RZ). 
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Normally  there  are  three  teams  with  adjoining  RZs  making  the  aerial  , 

reconnaissance  at  the  same  time*  The  aircraft  over  fly  the  area  at  alti- 
tudes  from  1500  to  2000  feet  absolute.  This  type  of  reconnaissance  per¬ 
mits  the  teams  and  the  pilots  to  select  areas  for  infiltration  but  does  not 
provide  them  determination  of  hidden  obstacles  on  the  ground.  This  risk 
is  accepted  since  it  is  not  necessary  for  the  aircraft  to  have  a  large  LZ 
and  the  personnel  may  jump  to  the  ground  from  a  low  hover,  descend  by  ropes 
(rappeling)  or  climb  down  rope  ladders. 

The  team  leaders  select  a  primary  LZ  and  one  or  more  alternates*  Flight 
routes  are  flown  to  permit  all  members  sufficient  time  to  plot  their  LZs 
but  in  such  a  way  that  it  appears  an  over  flight  rather  than  a  reconnaissance. 
Formations  vary  depending  on  routes  selected  and  other  control  factors. 

Formations  arc  opened  up  to  permit  the  aviators  to  observe  their  area  with¬ 
out  endangering  the  formation. 


z.  . . 


Upon  completion  of  the  reconnaissance,  aviators  and  LRKP  teams  meet 
for  further  planning  prior  to  the  infiltrations.  Infiltrations  nay  be  nado 
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without  prior  roc onnais franco  if  necessary  duo  tc  enemy  activities. 

The  recovery  aircraft  and  armed  helicopters  aro  needed  on  the  reconnais¬ 
sance  due  to  the ‘distance  and  tine  of  reaction  in  the  event  one  of  the  air¬ 
craft  is  forced  down. 

SELECT  JM  OF  INFlLTRikTlUN  LANDING  ZONES 


The  selection  of  ar  infiltration  LZ  for  a  LRRP  team  will  require*  prac¬ 
tice  and  training  on  the  part  of  both  pilots  and  LRRP  team  members.  "Rules 
of  Thumb"  may  be  given  but  any  area  that  permits  entry  of  the  helicopter  to 
a  spot  near  enough  tc  the  ground  to  drop  off  troops  will  suffice.  Areas 
in  heavily  canopied  jungle  with  few  clearings  will  require  extensive  search 
since  the  enemy  will  certainly  covoi  those  clearings  that  lend  themselves 
to  helicopter  operations.  Reconnaissance  at  1500  to  2000  feet  is  difficult 
until  practiced  and  personnel  will  probably  overlook  many  suitable  areas 
at  fi.st.  Personnel  must  be  familiar  with  the  vegetation  of  the  areas  so 
they  do  not  select  LZs  in  bambo  thickets  which  look  like  clearings  from 
the  air  but  ..re  actually  as  much  as  twenty  feet  tall.  River  banks  are  not 
very  suitable  since  they  usually  provide  excellent  observation  for  the  enemy 
and  are  well  traveled  routes  in  the  jungle. 

^  Large  clearings  in  heavily  forested  areas  such  s  Nor  Zone  "C"  and  War 
Zone  "D"  are  almost  always  under  observation  by  the  enemy.  This  uoos  not 
mean  they  can  not  be  used.  If  a  large  clearing  is  used,  a  small  spot  close 
to  the  tree  line  should  be  selected  to  allow  the  team  the  chance  to  reach 
the  jungle  before  pursuit  can  start. 

LZs  may  be  located  .along  stream  lines  and  even  in  bomb  craters.  Al¬ 
though  the  aircraft  con  not  touch  down,  the  personnel  may  leave  the  air¬ 
craft  by  ny  of  the  specie'll  means  available,  i.o*  rappeling,  jumping, 
hoists  or  rop^  ladders. 

It  is  possible  to  place  team  members  into  the  jungle  canopy  itself 
and  allow  them  to  climb  down  through  the  trees,  This  method  is  not  really 
desirable  due  to  the  difficulty  of  extracting  if  the  energy  is  in  the  im¬ 
mediate  area. 


Selection  of  LZs  will  be  a  personal  problem  tc  each  pilot  and  LRRP 
leader.  Only  training  and  actual  operations  will  increase  the  capability 
of  these  personnel  to  make  good  selections. 

INFILTRATION 

The  date  and  time  of  infiltration  of  the  te.u.is  is  directed  by  tho 
LRRP  commander.  Teams  are  infiltrated  at  last  light.  Last  light  is 
normally  ten  to  twenty  minutes  after  official  sunset.  Exact  time  depends 
or.  visibility,  light,  rain,  overcast  3kiet,  and  loc  it  ions  of  the  LZs;  all 
effect,  visibility  and  each  infiltration  must  be  treated  differently. 

Aircrews  attend  LRRP  team  briefbacks  during  the  afternoon  of  the  in¬ 
filtration  and  ;JL1  inst ructions  given  the  LRRP  teams  are  known  by  the 
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aircraft  commanders.  This  briefback  lots  the  pilots  know  what  the  team 
plansto  do  if  it  gets  hit,  where  it  will  go,  what  routes  it  intends  to 
take  and  all  other  special  instructions  needed  to  find  then  in  the  event 
of  an  emergency  or  loss  of  communications.  The  pilots  in  turn  brief  the 
crews  on  loading  and  unloading  procedures,  routes  to  the  LZ,  emergency  air¬ 
craft  procedures,  and  any  other  items  necessary  to  insure  a  safe  infiltration. 

One  hour  prior  to  infiltration  of  the  teams,  the  mission  control  com¬ 
mander  presents  the  operations  briefing.  Aircraft  assignments  are  made 
and  the  flight  is  briefed  for  the  mission. 

Thirty  minutes  prior  to  loading  time  the  LRRP  teams  and  their  in¬ 
filtration  aircrews  again  get  together  for  final  coordination. ,  At  this 
time  emergency  procedures  are  repeated  ..nd  last  minute  coordination  af¬ 
fected. 


Organization  for  infiltration  is  as  follows: 

> 

Fig  #4 


Armed  a/C 


Infiltration  A/C 
White  1,  2,  3 


Aircraft  fly  to  the  area  in  formation  at  altitudes  1500  to  2000  feet 
absolute  along  flight  routes  narked  by  easily  identified  check  points. 

These  check  points  permit  eho  mission  commander  to  place  the  flight  at  the 
release  point  at  the  proper  time  and  permit  him  the  flexibility  of  releasing 
early  or  late  depending  on  light  conditions.  Check  points  also  serve  to 
keep  the  flight  oriented  and  may  be  used  as  points  of  rondevous  or  orbiting 
area  upon  completion  of  the  infiltration. 

The  mission  ccmm.-ndcr  releases  the  aircraft  over  the  pruselected  re¬ 
lease  point  and  proceeds  on  course  with  the  remaining  aircraft  (two  re¬ 
covery  aircraft  mid  the  armed  helicopter).  The  aircraft  infiltrating  the 
teams  pr  coed  t  their  RZs  and  place  the  tea ijs  in  the  LZs,  either  primary 
or  -lternatos,  A  rep  rt  of  successful  infiltration  is  made  cn  climb  out 
t:  join  the  format i-n  t  a  preselected  orbiting  point.  When  all  aircraft 
have  j.ined  up,  the  flight  pr.ctoda back  to  base.  If  an  aircraft  is  forced 
d^wn  in  or  sh; rt  of  the  LZ,  the  call  for  help  is  made  by  radi^  and  the  com¬ 
mand  and  control  aircieeft  with  the  recovery  and  arm^d  aircraft  pn  ceed 
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immediately  to  thy  LZ.  If  personnel  are  uninjured'  the  two  recovery  ships 
proceed  into  the  area  for  the  . pick  up,  escorted  and  protected  by  the  armed 
helicopters.  Control  and  guidance  is  given  by  the  mission  commander  over¬ 
head  and  the  crew  ^nd  to  mu  are  extracted  in  the  wo  aircraft. 

If  one  of  the  infiltration  aircraft  fails  to  report  successful  in¬ 
filtration  within  five  minutes  and  there  is  no  response  to  the  call  from 
the  commond  and  control  ship,  all  aircraft  move  to  the  RZ  and  prepare  for 
emergency  extraction.  If  light  conditions  and/or  terrain  do  not  permit 
evacuation,  the  downed  crew  becomes  a  part  of  the  LRRP  team  and  practice 
Escape  and  Evasion  with  the  team  until  evacuation  is  accomplished. 

The  vulnerability  of  infiltration  of  teams  is  not  vs  hazardous  as  it 
sounds.  The  aircraft  use  small  LZs,  do  not  have  to  tuuch  down  all  the  time, 
spend  a  minimum  amount  of  time  near  the  ground,  and  have  failing  light  to 
help  cover  the  approach  to  the  LZ.  Enemy  soldiers  on  the  ground  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  LZ  are  not  usually  alerted  to  the  aircraft  since  the  low 
level  approach  is  conducted  during  the  final  phase.  Jungle  which  affords 
concealment  to  the  enemy  also  masks  his  fires  except  in  the  clearings  them¬ 
selves,  T:j..o  of  exp  sure  t*.-  enemy  fire  in  the  LZ  is  measured  in  less  than 
thirty  seconds  unless  the  team  h.s  to  rappel  into  the  LZ  or  use  repe  ladders. 
Hazards  to  successful  completion  of  a  mission  of  this  type  usually  come 
fr_m  the  terrain  itself.  Small  trees,  bushes,  and  vines  can  damage  the 
tail  rotor  of  the  aircraft  and  make  it  uncontrolable.  Pilots  assigned 
infiltration  missions  nust  be  proficient  and  should  be  colected  from  ex¬ 
perienced  crews. 

THE  IhiFlLTRiiTluN 

The  cr^w  and  tea:.;  members  accomplishing  a  "last  light"  infiltration 
mission  are  lonely  people.  Descending  into  failing  light  toward  a  heavily 
canopied  jungle  with  an  unknown  number  of  enemy  troeps  waiting,  twenty  to 
thirty  miles  deep  in  enemy  territory  can  make  anyone  apprehensive  and 
doubtful, 

Thu  release  fr  ju  the  major  pore i-  n  .£  the  flight  is  at  an  altitude 
jf  1500  to  2000  feet  absolute  ;md  the  aircraft  descend  in  varying  patterns 
to  mislead  any  observant  Viut  Cong  on  the  nature  cf  its  mission.  Failing 
light  hides  the  aircraft  and  its  silhcu-s  to  disappears  to  the  greund  observer 
as  it  blends  int.  background  hills  „r  jun0Io  canopy. 

The  final  3/4  to  1/2  mile  is  at  tree-top  level.  Speeds  on  this  pattern 
of  flight  vary  from  80  to  60  knots  with  a  final  flare  near  the  clearing  or 
LZ. 


The  final  part  of  the  inf iltrat ion  may  be  a  vertical,  or  a  flat  approach 
depending  on  the  LZ,  but  wither  must  be  accomplished  with  care  and  deliber¬ 
ation.  Pilots  must  take  their  time  ti  insure  that  n  othing  damages  the  tail 
r.  tor,  that  tho  .  irernft  blades  will  not  strike  troes  or  the  slopes  of  the 
hills,  and  that  the  team  does  not  have  tu  leap  15  feet  to  the  greund.  The 
crew  must  watch  for  the  pilot  and  warn  him  ef  any  obstacles  since  all  of 
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his  attention  is  directed  in  keeping  the  aircraft  steady. 

When  all  team  members  arc  out,  a'  gunner  or  crew  chief  informs  the  pilot 
Swiftly  but  cautiously  the  aircraft  loaves  the  LZ.  The  aircraft  proceeds 
along  the  tree  tops  until  a  speed  of  70  to  80  knots  is  reached  and  then  a 
quick  climb  to  altitude  is  accomplished.  On  climb  out  a  report  is  made  to 
the  mission  commander  and  the  aircraft  then  joins  the  flight. 

Example  #1 

In  April  19 06  in  the  I  Corps  Tactical  Zone  an  aircraft  infiltrating 
a  LRRP  team  into  a  mountainous  area  off  loaded  its  team  less  than  100  meters 
from  a  group  ef  fifty  enemy  soldiers.  The  team  managed  to  hide  during  the 
night  and  evaded  the  enei.y  until  first  light  the  following  morning  when  a 
successful  extraction  was  completed.  Jungle  to  the  side  of  clearing  was 
extremely  dense  and  the  team  was  able  to  take  cover  and  evador1  the  enemy  by 
reaching  this  cover  in  a  matter  of  seconds. 

Example  #2 

In  September  1966  in  the  III  Corps  Tactical  Zone  area  a  team  was  in¬ 
filtrated  into  a  LZ  containing  an  estimated  enemy  platoon  in  camouflaged 
bunkers.  The  team  managed  t--  reach  the  jungle’s  edge  and  successfully 
evaded  the  pursuer?  who  observod  the  infiltration  at  a  distance  of  less 
than  100  motors. 

Example  #3 

In  March  1966  three  teams  were  being  infiltrated  in  the  mountainous 
area  of  the  I  Corps  Tactical  Zone.  The  infiltration  aircraft  were  released 
just  prior  to  last  light  and  proceeded  toward  their  respective  LZs.  While 
on  short  final  to  the  LZ  one  of  the  aircraft  received  automatic  weapons  fire 
which  struck  the  engine  causing  an  engine  failure.  The  pilot  autcrotatcd 
into  a  slope  on  the  side  of  the  hill  and  all  crew  members  evacuated  the  air¬ 
craft  along  with  the  LRRP  team.  The  pilot  radioed  for  help  when  hit  and 
turned  on  the  anti-c.llisit.n  light  when  on  the  ground. 

The  command  and  control  aircraft  with  recovery  ships  and  armed  heli¬ 
copters  reached  the  area  in  less  than  five  minutes,  located  the  dewned 
aircraft  and  evacuated  the  crew  and  team  members  in  two  aircraft.  The 
aircraft  was  later  destroyed  by  enemy  elements  in  the  area  but  there  were 
no  casualties  due  to  energy  fire.  Terrain  did  net  permit  the  enemy  in  the 
area  to  reach  the  aircraft  with  sufficient  force  in  time  to  effect  the 
evacuation  although  a  division  CP  was  suspected  in  the  area, 

miLTrti.TlUN 

Exfilt ration  ^f  the  LRRP  team  is  accomplished  on  schedule  or  due  to 
emergencies.  It  can  be  accomplished  at  any  time  during  the  day  light  hours 
if  weather  permits.  A  night  extraction  is  possible  under  certain  conditions 
The  command  for  exfilt  ration  is  given  to  the  aviation  mission  colander  and 
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once  the  extraction  is  agreed  on,  the  aviation  element  directs  the  operation. 

Normally  the  LRRP  to  an  radios  its  location  to  the  base  and  the  FAC  will 
proceed  to  the  team  to  Keep  it  under  surveillance  and  provide  control  of 
Air  Force  fighter  bombers  if  needed  and  available.  If  extraction  of  the 
team  is  desired,  the  a ray  Aviation  elements  form  as  follows: 

s 

,  1  Uh-ID  Command  and  Control  Ship 

2  UH-ID  Recovery  Ships 

1  UH-ID  Pick  up  Ship 

3  UH-1B  Gun  Ships 


The  pick  up  ship  will  land  and  take  aboard  all  of  the  team  members. 

If  the  team  has  become  split  or  the  pick  up  ship  can  not  land  due  to  terrain, 
two  pick  up  aircraft  will  be  designated  and  they  will  carry  special  equip¬ 
ment  as  required. 


Air  Force 

Fighter 

Bombers 


The  aviation  mission  commander  conducts  a  short  briefing  and  on  command 
the  extraction  force  proceeds  directly  to  the  area.  Cummunication  between 
tne  helicopter  and  FaC  are  i.iaintuined  at  all  times  ;nd  if  air  strikes  are 
in  progress  the  extraction  force  remains  well  clear  of  the  area. 

If  enemy  elements  have  pressed  the  team  toe  closely  to  permit  the 
fighter  bombers  safe  margin  fir  conducting  a  strike,  the  gunships  are  turned 
over  tv  the  F«C  for  miployment  while  being  monitored  by  the  command  and  con¬ 
trol  aircraft,  Radi-  contact  v»ith  the  team  on  the  ground  keeps  the  mission 
commander  informed  of  the  situation.  Uhe-n  conditions  permit  the  mission 
ca.jaandcr  directs  the  rec-vory  aircr-  ft  te  orbit  outside  the  immediate  area 
.and  prcceecis  over  the  LRKP  team's  area  accamptanied  by  the  pick  up  aircraft. 
The  team  r.&y  be  identified  by  the  FaC  diving  at  them,  spotting  their  "day 
glow"  panels,  spotting  their  signaling  mirror,  or  if  necessary  having  the 
team  throw  smoke. 


V/hen  the  pick  up  aircraft  sights  the  team's  locati  n  the  mission  com¬ 
mander  directs  the  .nmed  helicopters  tc  position  themselves  to  protect  the 
extraction  aircraft  during  the  pick  up.  If  on^ey  lire  is  present  there  may 


be  delays  while  the  armed  helicopters  attempt  to  neutralize  it.  If  com¬ 
plete  neutralization  cannot  be  made,  the  armed  helicopters  will  keep  a 
steady  fire  on  the  enemy  element  while  the  pick  up  aircraft  proceeds  in 
to  extract  the  team.  When  the  team  has  ieen  extracted  all  elements  form 
on  the  pick  up  aircraft,  in  the  original  formation  and  proceed  back  to  base. 

If  two  pick  up  aircraft  are  involved,  the  mission  commander  directs  the 
timing  of  both  pick-ups  and  continues  to  keep  the  armed  helicopters  in 
the  suppressive  fire  role. 

If  the  pick  up  aircraft  is  downed  during  the  pick-up,  the  crew  bee  canes 
the  focus  of  all  rescue  operations  and  tho  recovery  aircraft  must  be  utilized. 

The  following  actions  are  sequences  of  events  for  an  extraction: 

EXAMPLE  #1 

During  April  1966,  in  I  Corps  area  in  mountainous  terrain,  a  IURP  team 
requested  immediate  extraction  because  they  hod  captured  two  prisoners. 

The  extraction  force  proceeded  directly  to  the  area  and  were  assisted  by 
the  FaC  in  locating  the  team.  The  team  had  become  split  during  the  capture 
of  the  two  prisoners  and  both  elements  were  under  fire  by  the  ener;y.  Gun- 
ships  suppressed  fire  in  the  area  around  tho  three  team  members  with  the 
two  prisoners  and  a  successful  extraction  of  these  personnel  was  made  near 
a  road.  The  other  members  of  the  team  had  been  forced  to  move  into  heavily 
forested  jungle  to  escape  thoir  pursuers  and  could  not  be  extracted  with¬ 
out  special  equipment,  a  marine  helicopter  with  a  hoist  was  accompanying 
the  extraction  force  and  under  tho  protection  of  the  armed  helicopters, 
successfully  completed  the  evacuation  f nan  the  ar^a.  There  was  no  fire  on 
the  second  extraction. 

EXAMPLE  #2 

In  May  1966,  in  tho  III  Corps  Tactical  Zone  in  an  area  of  cleared 
terrain,  a  LRRP  observed  three  companies  of  VC  in  the  open  and  requested 
airstrikes  on  thio  client.  Within  twenty  minutes  fighter  bribers  were 
striking  the  onu*y  and  it  was  f -It  that  due  to  the  confusion  and  scattering 
of  the  enemy  by  fighter  bombers  that  the  *  earn  should  be  extracted. 

The  extraction  force  proceeded  to  the  area  but  remained  outside  the 
area  of  tho  air-strike  while  awaiting  ..  ch.nce  to  recover  the  team.  Air 
strikes  in  tho  area  werv.  lJc mg  a  ho  vy  t  11  of  th*.  enemy  in  the  open  but 
the  FnC  continued  to  find  enoi.t  elements  within  50  to  100  meters  from  where 
the  term  w..s  concealed,  at  tho  end  of  ..  20  to  30  minute  period  it  was  de¬ 
cided  to  try  to  extract  the  team  since  the  onemy  would  be  disorganized. 

The  tom  w  .s  located  by  t  err  in  features  anu  the  pick-up  ship  accompanied 
by  armed  helicopters  dashed  into  oho  arim.  to  ..ako  the  pick-up.  a  withering 
hail  of  automatic  weapons  roared  out  at  the  picx-up  ship  in  its  flare  prior 
to  tcuchd  v.ti  ..nd  it  and  t..o  gunships  were  hit  at  ~ppruximtoly  the  same  time. 
The  pilot  of  the  pick-up  ship  flew  the  stricken  ..ircraft  out  cf  the  area 
and  thv,  armed  helicopters  returned  to  ltitude.  The  *ir  Force  .ircraft  at¬ 
tempted  to  annihilate  the  enm^y  taking  care  not  tu  strike  the  team*s  le- 
catien.  Kapalrn,  CBU,  burdbs,  rackets,  and  cannon  firo  were  distributed 
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through  the  area,  after  loitering  in  the  area  awaiting  for  the  enecy  to 
be  neutralized,  it  was  necessary  to  proceed  back  to  the  base  area  to  re¬ 
fuel  all  aircraft,.  The  flight  returned  after  a  40  minute  delay.  The 
supporting  airstrike  enabled  the  teen  to  breJc  away  from  its  hiding  place 
near  a  road  into  the  jungle  and  from  this  area  they  were  directed  toward 
a  clearing.  It  was  necessary  to  have  the  team  throw  smoke  before  it  could 
be  located.  The  pick-up  was  successful  and  all  team  members  were  extracted 
without  wounds.  Three  aircraft  received  hits  but  all  made  it  jack  to  the 
base  safely. 

JiXiiMPLE  */3 

In  August '1966,  in  the  III  Corps  Tactical  Zone  in  an  area  of  heavily 
forested  rolling  hills,  a  LRkP  team  requested  air  assistance  and  extraction. 
The  team  had  been  infiltrated  into  the  middle  of  a  large  eneny  bivouac 
area  and  was  surrounded  and  pinned  down.  The  tear/,  had  lain  concealed  all 
night  within  the  LZ  and  had  been  assaulted  by  a  line  of  skirmishers  that 
had  actually  run  over  them  that  morning  around  0400  hour  a .  The  team  leader 
had  been  stepped  on  by  the  enemy  without  the  enemy  realizing  it. 

Ceilings  in  the  area  were  below  400  feet  and  the  mission  commander 
held  the  slicks  on  the  ground  until  it  could  be  determined  that  the  weather 
was  adequate  for  the  mission.  Armed  helicopters  accompanied  the  C&C  aircraft. 
The  fighter  bombers  over  head  could  not  m.dce  airstrikes  so  the  C&C  directed 
the  armed  helicopters  to  take  their  targets  from  the  FaC  at  the  seme  time 
calling  fev  the  rost  oi  the  flight  (slicks)  to  proceed  to  the  area. 

Radio  contact  with  the  team  revealed  that  one  member  of  the  team  was 
missing.  Efforts  to  x^cate  him  by  the  teem  were  fruitless  but  the  FAC 
spotted  him  loss  than  fifty  motors  away  from  the  other  team  members.  Fire 
was  so  intense  that  they  were  unable  to  join  up  with  this  man.  The  armed 
helicopters  engaged  the  enemy  in  and  around  the  team  with  rockets  and 
machine  guns  suppressing  the  fire  enough  for  the  pick-up  ship  to  cu.*e  in 
and  recover  five  members  of  the  team.  This  aircraft  took  fire  from  several 
directions  but  was  not  hit. 

a  recove,  y  aircraft  with  special  equipment  (McGuire  Rig)  was  sent  in 
but  the  fuel  warning  light  came  on  at  this  time  and  it  was  directed  to  pro¬ 
ceed  back  to  base.  The  mission  commander  directed  the  second  recovery  air¬ 
craft  with  special  equipment  into  the  area  for  the  pick-up  of  the  lone 
team  member  ^nd  a  successful  extraction  was  accomplished. 

At  this  time  (1  +  30  Ldnutes  later)  Air  Force  bombers  were1  able  to  be 
used  since  the  coiling  was  higher.  With  the  team  removed,  area  fire  was 
possible  and  24  sorties  were  flown  by  fighter  bombers.  Enei.y  casualtities 
were  estimated  at  135  KBa  (Air  Force  estimated) • 

SPEC  La-  TECHNIQUES  &  EQUIPh^T  FGK  LRRP 

Terrain  conditions  in  Vietnam  require  that  personnel  have  means  of 
infiltrating  and  exf lit rating  areas  that  will  not  permit  touchdown  by 
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helicopters.  There  are  several  techniques  to  accomplish^  this  and  the 
following  have  been  used  successfully  for  several  months'1. 

RaPFELING  (INFILTRATION) 

Rappeling  from  the  helicopter  is  accomplished  by  personnel  descending 
on  ropes  to  the  ground  with  the  helicopter  at  a  hover*  Rappeling  can  be 
accomplished  from  almost  any  height  above  the  ground  but  since  the  nylon 
climbing  rope  issued  by  the  army  is  in  lenghts  of  120  feet  the  distance  to 
the  ground  should  be  20  to  80  feet. 


The  "Swiss  Seat  Rappel"  is  normally  used  and  it  requires  precision 
training.  Untrained  troops  cannot  use  this  method  of  exit. 

Although  it  is  possible  to  rappel  all  members  of  the  team  from  the 
same  helicopter,  troops  must  be  staggered  in  their  exit  so  they  do  net 
collide  ivith  ^nc  another  during  the  descent. 


PILOT  TECHNIQUES 


The  pilot  should  use  trim  c  ;ntrol  end  be  careful  net  to  over  control. 
He  will  have  to  m-.ke-  pressure  corrections  for  the  changes  in  weight  shifts 
during  the  rappeling  end  should  keep  his  position  as  stable  as  possible. 

An  aid  used  to  maintaining  station  is  trees  cr  terrain  cl^se  by  and  attempt 
to  stay  stationary  in  rel  .tionship  to  them. 

bince  thm  aircraft  is  hovering  out  of  ground  effect,  density  attitude 
will  be  critic  .1  and  the  shifting,  jerking  movements  of  the  descending 
troops  will  require  delicate  handling  on  the  pent  of  the  pilot. 

This  method  of  infiltration  can  be  accomplished  safely  when  LZ's  arc 
secured  or  free  froa  observation  of  the  enemy.  It  is  a  satisfactory  method 
of  entry  where  the  jungle  ccver  masks  the  ene,.y;  however,  the  long  exposure 
tine  is  haze-rd*  us  ^nd  it  should  bo  employee  k,ith  care. 

nurd  L^DDnRb: 

These  ladders  ^e  fabricated  froi.i  nylon  rope  and  natal  tubes,  and  are 
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normally  50  to  60  foot  in  length  and  can  be  rolled  into  a  bundle  about  one 
foot  wide  and  14  to  IB  inches  thick.  They  are  rapidly  employed  and  can  be 
used  on  either  side  of  the  aircraft  or  both  sides  at  once* 


If  the  aircraft  is  hovering  out  of  ground  effect  only  one  rope  ladder 
should  be  employed  at  a  time  since  the  weight  of  the  six  (6)  personnel  is 
excessive  >.nd  c-n  cause  loss  of  control  and  settling.  In  ground  effect 
(15  to  20  feet)  the  aircraft  will  normally  perform  well  with  personnel 
boarding  from  both  sides.  Mo  mure  than  three  men  should  ever  be  on  one 
ladder  because  cyclic  control  will  be  lost.  It  takes  a  man  in  extra-fine 
physical  condition  to  climb  40  feet  of  rope  ladder  as  most  of  the  weight 
is  on  his  arms.  The  ladder  moves  out  in  front  of  him  and  it  is  exhausting 
work.  Pilots  must  be  exceptionally  careful  in  their  control  movements  when 
personnel  are  ascending  or  descending  rope  ladcbm  since  movements  of  the 
aircraft  make  the  task  harder.  It  is  possible  to  fly  out  with  personnel 
on  the  ladders  in  the  event  of  enemy  fire.  This  technique  has  been  used 
but  it  is  dangerous  to  the  personnel  since  the  rope  ladder  is  subject  to 
higher  weight  loading  than  it  is  designed  for  and  the  instability  due  to 
twisting  and  turning  caused  by  forward  speed  of  the  helicopter  may  dis¬ 
lodge  the  men  cn  the  ladder. 


If  this  is  necessary,  the  team  (3  men)  fasten  themselves  to  the  rungs 
of  the  ladder  with  a  snap  link  connecting  the  ladder  and  their  web  equipment. 
This  provides  some  protection  from  falling  off  the  ladder  but  it  is  minimum. 
If  the  aircraft  must  lift  cut  with  personnel  on  the  ladder,  it  must  be  done 
slowly  and  vertically  to  insure  the  ladder  does  not  catch  in  trees.  The 
pilot  then  flies  at  speeds  below  50  knots  and  lands  as  soon  as  possible  to 
transfer  the  people  from  thw  ropes  into  the  helicopter. 

The  disadvantage  of  the  repe  ladder  m«-ke  it  a  poor  substitute  for 
other  methods. 

McGUIRE  itIG  (ROPhb  ^MD  bhlhGS) 

The  McGuire  Rig  is  a  device  invented  by  Master  bergeant  McGuire,  a 
former  member  of  LrtftP  teas.  This  device  is  climbing  rope  with  a  canvas 
sling  c  nd  v.  trapeze  wist  lock  for  lifting  personnel  out  of  ho^vy  jungle 
by  helicopter,  Mornally  three  rigs  compose  one  set  ..nd  throw  people  arc- 
lifted  at  one  time. 

This  device  h  .s  been  used  numerous  times  in  s.  fely  extracting  personnel 
and  there  has  never  beer,  an  accident. 

FIGUnb  9 

Personnel  on  the  ground  t-  be  extracted  uw  not  require  ary  equipment 
but  must  be  previously  trained  in  tho  use  of  the  McGuire  Rig.  It  is  not 
complicated  but  does  require  familiarity  with  its  use. 

The  pilot  h- vers  ever  the  personnel  to  be  extracted  and  drops  the  device 
The  men  on  the  ground  pi  ce  themselves  in  the  sling  and  place  their  left 


hand  or  wrist  in  the  wrist  b^nd  on  the  upper  loft  side  of  the  sling.  All 
untwine  their  anus  together  and  then  hold  the  slack  of  the  sling  up  until 
the  pilot  takes  out  tho  slack  in  the  rope  and  lifts  them  off  the  ground. 

j  *2 

1  The  pilot  maintains  a  speed  not  to  exceed  50  knots  but  may  fly  for 

long  distances  without  worrying  about  the  personnel  on  the  rig*  The  ride 
is  not  uncomfortable  or  tiring,  wind  resistance  is  not  bothersome  to  men 
riding.  After  forward  speed  is  attained  there  is  very  little  turning  or 
twiooing.  Flights  of  twenty  minutes  duration  have  been  accomplished  with 
this  device,  a  well  tr<  ined  group  un  tho  ground  c an  be  extracted  in  less 
than  two  minutes  and  there  (..re  no  control  problems  since  the  weight  is 
uniform  <-nd  only  felt  when  the  initial  lift  is  made. 

It  is  necessary  to  c,.rry  a  man  in  the  helicopter  to  throw  out  the  rig 
and  tell  the  pilot  when  to  lift,  descend,  move  forward  or  backward;  however, 
a  crew  chief  or  gunner  can  perform  these  duties, 

HOIbTb 

Recently  the  UH-li)  has  been  authorized  a  "Hoist"  th.t  can  be  quickly 
installed  in  the  cargo  comportment  to  give  the  UH-1D  a  similar  capability 
as  rescue  helicopters.  This  hoist  h..s  the  following  characteristics: 

600  pounds  capacity 
100  feet  per  minute 
120  feet  length 
Inst  tilled  in  minutes 

This  hoist  will  permit  individual  extraction  and  infiltration  cf 
personnel  ^nd  be  of  great  v.  lue.  There  are  numerous  times  when  the  terrain 
is  to  close  to  use  the  McGuire  Kig  ..nd  for  the  recovery  of  wounded  personnel 
it  would  be  priceless. 

Tactics  for  tho  use  uf  this  device  would  be  the  3ame  as  for  recovery 
with  the  othvr  equipment  mentioned  nd  it  would  add  to  the  flexibility  of 
the  . \ f craft  supporting  L  n,,  n-  nr;  Kec  n  :  •  is sai.ee  Patrol  Teams, 

GiiMEPiiL 

The  devices  and  techniques  mentioned  have  all  been  employed  safely 
and  pilots  in  the  batt  ii.n  hov.-  It  rl  no  difficulty  in  learning  to  use 
them.  They  are  not  fail-sail.;  ncweVcr,  and  they  would  be  extremely  dangerous 
in  the  event  of  a  forced  landing,  at  present  there  is  no  method  kn'.wn 
where  the  personnel  under  the  helicopter  could  be  saved  ii  the  aircraft  was 
forced  down  with  complete  engine  failure. 

The  pilots  aru  instructed  to  atW.pt  to  m.-Ko  a  hovering  autorctation 
to  the  side  to  avoid  coming  duwn  on  the  te.-xi  but  th^  .nly  means  of  possibly 
saving  personnel  riding  below  the  helicc'pter  in  an  auto-r station  w-uld  be 
a  flare  at  100  to  150  fe^-t,  cutting  them  loose  and  then  i.uto  r  X  -.ting  fur¬ 
ther  with  the  remaining  nPM.  ho  onv  h^.s  donv.  this  .  nd  it  can  not  be  prac¬ 
ticed. 
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Although  extractions  by  Jvope  Ladder*  McGuire  Rig*  and  Hoist  have  been 
made  under  enemy  fire,  it  is  a  critical  situation  because  of  the  high  ex¬ 
posure  time.  Rope  ladders  require  men  almost  three  minutes  to  climb  twenty 
feet)  McGuire  Rig  extraction  normally  takes  up  to  two  minutes  from  the  time 
the  aircraft  comes  to  a  hover  until  it  lifts  half  of  the  team  out;  and  the 
Hoist  Operations  may  take  as  much  as  five  minutes  for  a  six  man  group. 

When  these  devices  are  used,  armed  helicopters  must  give  maximun 
protection  and  may  be  required  to  expose  themselves  more  than  in  the  ground 
support  mission.  The  enemy  must  be  neutralized  or  driven  away  from  the 
immediate  area  to  a llow  the  extraction  to  be  successful. 

This  report  was  prepared  by  Major  William  P.  Griffin,  Commanding  Officer, 
28lst  Assault  Helicopter  Company.  This  companies  operates  under  the 
operational  control  of  5th  Special  Forces  Group,  Nha  Trang,  RVN. 
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